Introduction: “Heaven is full and Hell does not want me”
God exercises his magnificent ability to use defeats in life to accomplish his greatest glory. Death itself is the case in point par excellence. God has so defeated death that he can now use it to his own purposes. The Psalmist declares: “Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints” (Ps 116:15). This gives us great encouragement at the death of a believer. The death of a believer is still precious in the sight of the Lord. It is a significant step toward ultimate salvation, which reaches its climax in the resurrection of the body (Rom 8:23). At death the believer stands face to face with the Lord. While still possessing a “sting,” the work of Christ on the Cross has transformed death from a terrible end to a glorious beginning.

Many believers do not live in light of these great truths. What Scripture says of unbelievers—“… who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death” (Heb 2:15)—is all too often true of believers. Rather than living in a freedom derived from knowing that death is defeated, too many believers are held in bondage to the fear of death. It is essential that all believers allow the Holy Spirit to transform their attitudes to death and dying. 

God wants believers to “die slowly.” Believers are not to cling to the trappings of this life till the very end. Rather we should slowly lose our grip on this world as our affections are gradually transferred to the next. This must start early in our Christian lives, as we learn to accept our own mortality. In his psalm Moses wrote: “Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom” (Ps 90:12). We do not embark on wise living till we deeply experience the fact that we will die. Our lives are limited, our days are numbered. We lack the proper perspective on life till we consider death in this way.

We need to adopt the mentality of the pioneers of the faith, typified by Abraham and his family, of whom it was said, “Instead, they were longing for a better country—a heavenly one” (Heb 11:16)

Paul’s focus on dying and being with Christ made him more keenly aware that his purpose on earth was to serve the believers. Our anticipation of heaven will motivate us to intensive service here on earth. The concept of “being so heavenly minded that we are of no earthly good” is totally foreign to Scripture.

The ability to profit from suffering is part of what distinguishes human beings from other members of the animal kingdom. 

Scripture points out the value of some suffering:

Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal (2 Cor 4:16–18).

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 CEV  (16)  We never give up. Our bodies are gradually dying, but we ourselves are being made stronger each day.  (17)  These little troubles are getting us ready for an eternal glory that will make all our troubles seem like nothing.  (18)  Things that are seen don't last forever, but things that are not seen are eternal. That's why we keep our minds on the things that cannot be seen.
We do not make end-of-life decisions simply to avoid pain. Pain must be seen in the total context of God’s sovereignty. Even in the midst of pain we must learn to trust his loving care.

Job 3 has contemporary relevance in particular for the issues of suicide and euthanasia (mercy killing). If anyone ever had good reason to consider suicide, Job did. However, as already noted, Job (in contrast to other writings from his time) did not consider suicide; rather he wished that he had never been born and he desired to die to escape suffering. Furthermore he never asked his wife (who had already suggested in 2:9 that he commit “indirect suicide” by cursing God) or any of his friends to assist him in self-destruction.

The Book of Job also demonstrates that the believer should be able to pour out honestly all his emotions and feelings to God. Job 3 and many other passages in the poetic body document the venting of Job’s bitterness and frustration to God in prayer. Thus individuals who are facing circumstances that cause them to feel angry toward God should not be told to suppress or to ignore their feelings. Rather they ought to be encouraged to get alone with God as they read Bible books such as Job. They ought to ventilate their intense hurts and needs to the One who alone understands.
As believers we are in a “win-win” situation. Paul expressed it so beautifully: “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain” (Phil 1:21). Let us pursue life for Christ with all of the wisdom and strength that he allows us. Let us speak out against any forces that would devalue that life. At the same time, when death is inevitable, let us see it as the defeated enemy and not seek to resist it.

this so-called “right to die” denies God the opportunity to work sovereignly within a shattered life and bring glory to Himself

Another foundational principle is a biblical view of death. Modern medicine defines death primarily as a biological event; yet Scripture defines death as a spiritual event that has biological consequences. Death, according to the Bible, occurs when the spirit leaves the body (Eccl 12:7; James 2:26).

Biblical Guidelines Applicable To End-Of-Life Issues
The Bible clearly asserts that God has sovereign control over life and death (Deut 32:39; 1 Sam 2:6; Pss 31:15; 139:16). 

Deuteronomy 32:39 CEV  Don't you understand? I am the only God; there are no others. I am the one who takes life and gives it again. I punished you with suffering. But now I will heal you, and nothing can stop me!

1 Samuel 2:6 CEV  You take away life, and you give life. You send people down to the world of the dead and bring them back again.

Psalms 31:15 CEV  My life is in your hands. Save me from enemies who hunt me down.

Psalms 139:16 CEV  but with your own eyes you saw my body being formed. Even before I was born, you had written in your book everything I would do.
As the master over death, the Lord declares, “It is appointed for men to die once…” (Heb 9:27). 

Hebrews 9:27 CEV  We die only once, and then we are judged.

Romans 3:23 CEV  All of us have sinned and fallen short of God's glory.

Romans 6:23 CEV  Sin pays off with death. But God's gift is eternal life given by Jesus Christ our Lord.

Romans 5:12 CEV  Adam sinned, and that sin brought death into the world. Now everyone has sinned, and so everyone must die.
Until the return of the Lord, each person must experience death. Death for the Christian is the gateway into the presence of Christ (2 Cor 5:8; Phil 1:21); 

2 Corinthians 5:8 CEV  We should be cheerful, because we would rather leave these bodies and be at home with the Lord.

Philippians 1:21 CEV  If I live, it will be for Christ, and if I die, I will gain even more.

Hebrews 9:27 CEV  We die only once, and then we are judged.
but for the non-Christian it is the entrance into Hades and ultimately the second death (Rev 20:13–15). 

Revelation 20:13-15 CEV  (13)  The sea gave up the dead people who were in it, and death and its kingdom also gave up their dead. Then everyone was judged by what they had done.  (14)  Afterwards, death and its kingdom were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  (15)  Anyone whose name wasn't written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.
The Bible gives truth about death that provides guidance for end-of-life decisions
Biblical Guidelines for Death
First, death is inevitable (Eccl 3:2). 

Ecclesiastes 12:2-7 CEV  (2)  Someday the light of the sun and the moon and the stars will all seem dim to you. Rain clouds will remain over your head.  (3)  Your body will grow feeble, your teeth will decay, and your eyesight fail.  (4)  The noisy grinding of grain will be shut out by your deaf ears, but even the song of a bird will keep you awake.  (5)  You will be afraid to climb up a hill or walk down a road. Your hair will turn as white as almond blossoms. You will feel lifeless and drag along like an old grasshopper. We each go to our eternal home, and the streets are filled with those who mourn.  (6)  The silver cord snaps, the golden bowl breaks; the water pitcher is smashed, and the pulley at the well is shattered.  (7)  So our bodies return to the earth, and the life-giving breath returns to God.
Therefore, each person should make preparations for death. With the present legal climate, it is imperative that each believer have an advanced medical directive. A durable power of attorney is better than a living will The surrogate chosen should have the same Christian perspective as the believer.

Second, death is an enemy (1 Cor 15:26). 

1 Corinthians 15:26 CEV  (26)  and the last enemy he destroys will be death.
Therefore, when the hope of recovery through medical treatment remains a possibility, the believer should take advantage of every opportunity to forestall death so that he can continue to serve the Lord.

Third, dying is a process (Heb 11:21, 22). 

Hebrews 11:21-22 CEV  Later, when Jacob was about to die, he leaned on his walking stick and worshiped. Then because of his faith he blessed each of Joseph's sons.  (22)  And right before Joseph died, he had faith that God would lead the people of Israel out of Egypt. So he told them to take his bones with them.
Therefore, when it is reasonably certain that a patient’s disease is incurable and terminal, measures designed to control physical pain, to provide food and water, to give regular hygienic care, and to ensure personal interaction and mental/spiritual stimulation should be instituted. “Letting die” is not to be equated with “passive euthanasia.”
Fourth, suffering is a part of present earthly life and death (Rom 8:18; 2 Cor 4:17–18; 1 Pet 5:9–10). 

Romans 8:18 CEV  I am sure that what we are suffering now cannot compare with the glory that will be shown to us.

2 Corinthians 4:17-18 CEV  (17)  These little troubles are getting us ready for an eternal glory that will make all our troubles seem like nothing.  (18)  Things that are seen don't last forever, but things that are not seen are eternal. That's why we keep our minds on the things that cannot be seen.

1 Peter 5:9-10 CEV  But you must resist the devil and stay strong in your faith. You know that all over the world the Lord's followers are suffering just as you are.  (10)  But God shows undeserved kindness to everyone. That's why he appointed Christ Jesus to choose you to share in his eternal glory. You will suffer for a while, but God will make you complete, steady, strong, and firm.
Therefore, the Christian will patiently endure any pain, especially at the end of life. Pain will not become the reason to commit the unbiblical act of euthanasia.
Therefore, first, it is imperative that we show compassion to the dying. The advocates of euthanasia assert that they wish to show mercy by killing those in pain or by allowing them to kill themselves. But this supposed expression of mercy defies the instruction of the God of all mercies (Ps 119:156)! 

Psalms 119:156 CEV  You are merciful, LORD! Please do the right thing and save my life.
Instead of mercy killing, Christians need to exhibit mercy living as we pray for, visit, and care for the dying among us. Second, to die well, believers must trust God. It is not euthanasia that is the good death! Rather, it is the Christian who maintains his faith strong in the Lord even unto death and leaves this life with joy who truly dies well.

The Gospel:

John 3:18 CEV  No one who has faith in God's Son will be condemned. But everyone who doesn't have faith in him has already been condemned for not having faith in God's only Son.

Ephesians 2:1-3 CEV  In the past you were dead because you sinned and fought against God.  (2)  You followed the ways of this world and obeyed the devil. He rules the world, and his spirit has power over everyone who doesn't obey God.  (3)  Once we were also ruled by the selfish desires of our bodies and minds. We had made God angry, and we were going to be punished like everyone else.

Romans 8:7 CEV  Our desires fight against God, because they do not and cannot obey God's laws.

Romans 3:20 CEV  God doesn't accept people simply because they obey the Law. No, indeed! All the Law does is to point out our sin.

Romans 5:8 CEV  But God showed how much he loved us by having Christ die for us, even though we were sinful.

1 John 1:7 CEV  But if we live in the light, as God does, we share in life with each other. And the blood of his Son Jesus washes all our sins away

.
1 Corinthians 15:3 CEV  I told you the most important part of the message exactly as it was told to me. That part is: Christ died for our sins, as the Scriptures say.

1 Peter 2:24 CEV  Christ carried the burden of our sins. He was nailed to the cross, so that we would stop sinning and start living right. By his cuts and bruises you are healed.

Acts 13:39 CEV  But everyone who has faith in Jesus is set free.

Romans 8:1 CEV  If you belong to Christ Jesus, you won't be punished.

Ephesians 2:8-10 CEV  You were saved by faith in God, who treats us much better than we deserve. This is God's gift to you, and not anything you have done on your own.  (9)  It isn't something you have earned, so there is nothing you can brag about.  (10)  God planned for us to do good things and to live as he has always wanted us to live. That's why he sent Christ to make us what we are.

2Co 4:8-18 - 

In these verses the apostle gives an account of their courage and patience under all their sufferings:
2 Corinthians 4:7-18 CEV  (7)  We are like clay jars in which this treasure is stored. The real power comes from God and not from us.  (8)  We often suffer, but we are never crushed. Even when we don't know what to do, we never give up.  (9)  In times of trouble, God is with us, and when we are knocked down, we get up again.  (10)  We face death every day because of Jesus. Our bodies show what his death was like, so that his life can also be seen in us.  (11)  (SEE 4:10)  (12)  This means that death is working in us, but life is working in you.  (13)  In the Scriptures it says, "I spoke because I had faith." We have that same kind of faith. So we speak  (14)  because we know that God raised the Lord Jesus to life. And just as God raised Jesus, he will also raise us to life. Then he will bring us into his presence together with you.  (15)  All of this has been done for you, so that more and more people will know how kind God is and will praise and honor him.  (16)  We never give up. Our bodies are gradually dying, but we ourselves are being made stronger each day.  (17)  These little troubles are getting us ready for an eternal glory that will make all our troubles seem like nothing.  (18)  Things that are seen don't last forever, but things that are not seen are eternal. That's why we keep our minds on the things that cannot be seen.

I. The description of life that might cause them to give up, 2Co_4:8-12. The apostles were great sufferers; therein they followed their Master: Christ had told them that in the world they should have tribulation, and so they had; yet they met with wonderful support, great relief, and many allays of their sorrows. “We are,” says the apostle, “troubled on every side, afflicted many ways, and we meet with almost all sorts of troubles; yet not distressed, 2Co_4:8. We are not hedged in nor cooped up, because we can see help in God, and help from God, and have liberty of access to God.” Again, “We are perplexed, often uncertain, and in doubt what will become of us, and not always without anxiety in our minds on this account; yet not in despair (2Co_4:8), even in our greatest perplexities, knowing that God is able to support us, and to deliver us, and in him we always place our trust and hope.” Again, “We are persecuted by men, pursued with hatred and violence from place to place, as men not worthy to live; yet not forsaken of God,” 2Co_4:9. Good men may be sometimes forsaken of their friends, as well as persecuted by their enemies; but God will never leave them nor forsake them. Again, “We are sometimes dejected, or cast down; the enemy may in a great measure prevail, and our spirits begin to fail us; there may be fears within, as well as fightings without; yet we are not destroyed,” 2Co_4:9. Still they were preserved, and kept their heads above water. Note, Whatever condition the children of God may be in, in this world, they have a “but not” to comfort themselves with; their case sometimes is bad, yea very bad, but not so bad as it might be. The apostle speaks of their sufferings as constant, and as a counterpart of the sufferings of Christ, 2Co_4:10. The sufferings of Christ were, after a sort, re-acted in the sufferings of Christians; thus did they bear about the dying of the Lord Jesus in their body, setting before the world the great example of a suffering Christ, that the life of Jesus might also be made manifest, that is, that people might see the power of Christ's resurrection, and the efficacy of grace in and from the living Jesus, manifested in and towards them, who did yet live, though they were always delivered to death (2Co_4:11), and though death worked in them (2Co_4:12), they being exposed to death, and ready to be swallowed up by death continually. So great were the sufferings of the apostles that, in comparison with them, other Christians were, even at this time, in prosperous circumstances: Death worketh in us; but life in you, 2Co_4:12.

Stedman:

Afflictions: These are the normal trials which everybody faces, Christian and non-

Christian alike. . 

Perplexities: This refers to all the pressing calls for decisions, when we don't know
what to decide. We are at a loss, we can't see the end, we don't know how it is going to

turn out. We are afflicted with fears, anxieties, worries, and uncertainties, all gathered

up in this word "perplexities."

Persecutions: These are the misunderstandings we all run up against, the cold shoulders which are shown to us at times, the malicious actions and attitudes, deliberate slights, attacks on our character and our reputation, and oftentimes, the bigoted, prejudiced, unfair practices, all part of the Christian's life as well as the non-Christian's.

.

And finally,

Catastrophes: "Struck down!" Stunning, shattering blows which drop out of the blue
into our lives -- accidents, fatal illnesses, war, earthquake, famine,  -- these

terrible episodes which shatter a family or an individual, and leave us frightened and

baffled. All these things are part of normal Christian experience.

II. The description  of resources that kept them from giving up, 2Co_4:13-18.
1. Faith kept them from giving up: We have the same spirit of faith (2Co_4:13), that faith which is of the operation of the Spirit; the same faith by which the saints of old did and suffered such great things. Note, The grace of faith is a sovereign cordial, and an effectual antidote against fainting-fits in troublous times. The spirit of faith will go far to bear up the spirit of a man under his infirmities; and as the apostle had David's example to imitate, who said (Psa_116:10), I have believed, and therefore have I spoken, so he leaves us his example to imitate: We also believe, says he, and therefore speak. Note, As we receive help and encouragement from the good words and examples of others, so we should be careful to give a good example to others.

2. Hope of the resurrection kept them from giving up, 2Co_4:14. They knew that Christ was raised, and that his resurrection was an earnest and assurance of theirs. This he had treated of largely in his former epistle to these Corinthians, 1Co_15:1. And therefore their hope was firm, being well grounded, that he who raised up Christ the head will also raise up all his members. Note, The hope of the resurrection will encourage us in a suffering day, and set us above the fear of death; for what reason has a good Christian to fear death, that dies in hope of a joyful resurrection?

3. Knowing that their experience will help others kept them from giving up, 2Co_4:15. Their sufferings were for the church's advantage (2Co_1:6), and thus did redound to God's glory. For, when the church is edified, then God is glorified; and we may well afford to bear sufferings patiently and cheerfully when we see others are the better for them - if they are instructed and edified, if they are confirmed and comforted. Note, The sufferings of Christ's ministers, as well as their preaching and conversation, are intended for the good of the church and the glory of God.

4. Knowing that this process contributes to the development of the inward person kept them from giving up: Though our outward man perish, our inward man is renewed day by day, 2Co_4:16. Here note, 
(1.) We have every one of us an outward and an inward man, a body and a soul. 
(2.) If the outward man perish, there is no remedy, it must and will be so, it was made to perish. 
(3.) It is our happiness if the decays of the outward man do contribute to the renewing of the inward man, if afflictions outwardly are gain to us inwardly, if when the body is sick, and weak, and perishing, the soul is vigorous and prosperous. The best of men have need of further renewing of the inward man, even day by day. Where the good work is begun there is more work to be done, for carrying it forward. And as in wicked men things grow every day worse and worse, so in godly men they grow better and better.
5. Knowing that things will get better kept them from giving up:  this is the worst it can ever be.
(1.) The apostle and his fellow-sufferers saw their afflictions working towards heaven, and that they would end at last (2Co_4:17), whereupon they weighed things aright in the balance of the sanctuary; they did as it were put the heavenly glory in one scale and their earthly sufferings in the other; and, pondering things in their thoughts, they found afflictions to be light, and the glory of heaven to be a far more exceeding weight. That which sense was ready to pronounce heavy and long, grievous and tedious, faith perceived to be light and short, and but for a moment. On the other hand, the worth and weight of the crown of glory, as they are exceedingly great in themselves, so they are esteemed to be by the believing soul - far exceeding all his expressions and thoughts; and it will be a special support in our sufferings when we can perceive them appointed as the way and preparing us for the enjoyment of the future glory. 
(2.) Their faith enabled them to make this right judgment of things: We look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen, 2Co_4:18. It is by faith that we see God, who is invisible (Heb_11:27), and by this we look to an unseen heaven and hell, and faith is the evidence of things not seen. Note, 
[1.] There are unseen things, as well as things that are seen. 
[2.] There is this vast difference between them: unseen things are eternal, seen things but temporal, or temporary only. 
[3.] By faith we not only discern these things, and the great difference between them, but by this also we take our aim at unseen things, and chiefly regard them, and make it our end and scope, not to escape present evils, and obtain present good, both of which are temporal and transitory, but to escape future evil and obtain future good things, which though unseen, are real, and certain, and eternal; and faith is the substance of things hoped for, as well as the evidence of things not seen, Heb_11:1.

TEXT: 2 Corinthians 4:7-18

TITLE: PHYSICAL CHALLENGES DON’T DISTRACT MINISTERS OF THE

GOSPEL FROM THEIR ETERNAL FOCUS

BIG IDEA:

THE PROSPECT OF THE MINISTRY -- FUTURE RESURRECTION AND

REWARD ENABLE US TO ENDURE PRESENT PHYSICAL SUFFERING IN

THE MINISTRY WITHOUT LOSING HEART

INTRODUCTION:

In what ways are you physically challenged? Paul experienced such severe

suffering that he could say that he was “constantly being delivered over to death.”

I. (:7-12) SHOWCASING JESUS INSTEAD OF OURSELVES REQUIRES

DYING SO OTHERS MAY LIVE

A. (:7) God is Our Power Source (made obvious by our Human Frailty)

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the surpassing greatness of

the power may be of God and not from ourselves”

B. (:8-10) Jesus is Our Resurrection Life

1. (:8-9) Four Contrasts Between Intense Suffering and Surprising Perseverance

a. “we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed”

b. “perplexed, but not despairing”

c. “persecuted, but not forsaken”

d. “struck down, but not destroyed”

Paul and the apostles suffered physically for the gospel in the extreme. In our

circumstances these phrases might have a somewhat different application.

.

2. (:10) Sharing in the Death and Resurrection of Jesus

a. Sharing in the Death of Jesus

“always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus”

b. Sharing in the Resurrection of Jesus

“that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body”

C. (:11-12) Death is Our Ministry Calling (So Others May Live)

“For we who live are constantly being delivered over to death for Jesus’ sake,

that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So death works

in us, but life in you.”

II. (:13-15) SPREADING GRACE TO THE GLORY OF GOD REQUIRES

PROCLAIMING THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION

A. (:13) Testimony Springs From Faith

“But having the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, ‘I believed,

therefore I spoke,’ we also believe, therefore also we speak.”

B. (:14) Testimony Springs From Confidence in the Resurrection

“knowing that He who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and

will present us with you.”

C. (:15) Testimony Springs From the Ultimate Desire to See God Glorified

“For all things are for your sakes, that the grace which is spreading to more

and people may cause the giving of thanks to abound to the glory of God.

III. (:16-18) SUFFERING AFFLICTION WITH PERSEVERANCE REQUIRES

FOCUSING ON THE ETERNAL WEIGHT OF GLORY

A. (:16a) Main Application

“Therefore we do not lose heart”

B. (:16b) Battleground: Physical vs. Spiritual –

Maturing Spiritual Life More Than Compensates for Deteriorating Physical Life

“but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day

by day.”

C. (:17) Eternal Reward -- When it Comes to Eternity – No Comparison

“For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of glory

far beyond all comparison
”

D. (:18) Eternal Focus

“while we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not

seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not

seen are eternal.”

TEXT: 2 Corinthians 1: 1-11

TITLE: SUFFICIENCY OF GOD’S COMFORT

2 Corinthians 1:1-24 CEV  (1)  From Paul, chosen by God to be an apostle of Jesus Christ, and from Timothy, who is also a follower. To God's church in Corinth and to all of God's people in Achaia.  (2)  I pray that God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ will be kind to you and will bless you with peace!  (3)  Praise God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! The Father is a merciful God, who always gives us comfort.  (4)  He comforts us when we are in trouble, so that we can share that same comfort with others in trouble.  (5)  We share in the terrible sufferings of Christ, but also in the wonderful comfort he gives.  (6)  We suffer in the hope that you will be comforted and saved. And because we are comforted, you will also be comforted, as you patiently endure suffering like ours.  (7)  You never disappoint us. You suffered as much as we did, and we know that you will be comforted as we were.  (8)  My friends, I want you to know what a hard time we had in Asia. Our sufferings were so horrible and so unbearable that death seemed certain.  (9)  In fact, we felt sure that we were going to die. But this made us stop trusting in ourselves and start trusting God, who raises the dead to life.  (10)  God saved us from the threat of death, and we are sure that he will do it again and again.  (11)  Please help us by praying for us. Then many people will give thanks for the blessings we receive in answer to all these prayers.  (12)  We can be proud of our clear conscience. We have always lived honestly and sincerely, especially when we were with you. And we were guided by God's wonderful kindness instead of by the wisdom of this world.  (13)  I am not writing anything you cannot read and understand. I hope you will understand it completely,  (14)  just as you already partly understand us. Then when our Lord Jesus returns, you can be as proud of us as we are of you.  (15)  I was so sure of your pride in us that I had planned to visit you first of all. In this way you would have the blessing of two visits from me.  (16)  Once on my way to Macedonia and again on my return from there. Then you could send me on to Judea.  (17)  Do you think I couldn't make up my mind about what to do? Or do I seem like someone who says "Yes" or "No" simply to please others?  (18)  God can be trusted, and so can I, when I say that our answer to you has always been "Yes" and never "No."  (19)  This is because Jesus Christ the Son of God is always "Yes" and never "No." And he is the one that Silas, Timothy, and I told you about.  (20)  Christ says "Yes" to all of God's promises. That's why we have Christ to say "Amen" for us to the glory of God.  (21)  And so God makes it possible for you and us to stand firmly together with Christ. God is also the one who chose us  (22)  and put his Spirit in our hearts to show that we belong only to him.  (23)  God is my witness that I stayed away from Corinth, just to keep from being hard on you.  (24)  We are not bosses who tell you what to believe. We are working with you to make you glad, because your faith is strong.

(1:1-11) INTRODUCTION: PHYSICAL SUFFERING PROVIDES

OPPORTUNITY FOR GOD’S GRACE AND POWER TO BE DISPLAYED IN

COMFORT AND DELIVERANCE

(PAUL’S APOSTOLIC CALLING AND PASTORAL HEART)

“that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead” (1:9)

BIG IDEA:

THE SUFFICIENCY OF GOD’S COMFORT IN OUR OWN DESPERATE

TRIALS EQUIPS US TO COMFORT OTHERS IN THEIR TRIALS

INRODUCTION:

(:1-2) GREETING

A. God-Appointed Authors

1. Apostolic Leadership: Paul

“Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God”

2. Brotherly Teamwork: Timothy

“and Timothy our brother”

B. God-Sanctified Recipients

“to the church of God which is at Corinth with all the saints who are throughout

Achaia”

1. “church” = “assembly” = called out ones

2. “saints” = set apart unto God

C. God-Enabled Resources / Salutation

“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

I. (:3-7) UNIVERSAL PRINCIPLE:

THE SUFFICIENCY OF GOD’S COMFORT IN OUR OWN TRIALS EQUIPS

US TO COMFORT OTHERS IN THEIR TRIALS

A. (:3) The Source of All Comfort --

The Comfort is Sufficient Because of Who God Is

(Chiastic structure – A B B A)

1. Thanksgiving to God for Who He Is

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”

2. Description of Who God Is

a. Merciful by Nature

“the Father of Mercies”

Kent: This concept was rooted in Old Testament revelation, and found frequent

expression among those who trusted God (II Sam. 24:14; I Chron. 21:13; Neh. 9:31; Ps.

51:1; 103:4; Isa. 54:7; Dan. 9:9).

b. Unlimited Capacity for Comfort

“and God of all Comfort”

Conclusion: Our Trials can never exceed the Ability of God to Comfort

B. (:4) The Benefit of All Trials

1. God’s Comfort is Fully Known Through Trials

“who comforts us in all our affliction”

Zeisler: Affliction, however, has to do with pain or difficulty that is threatening suffering

in which no good outcome can be predicted. The root idea of the word before

us is pressure; unrelenting pressure that, like a bulldozer, threatens to crush and sweep

aside everything in its path.

2. God’s Comfort Equips Us to Minister to Others

“so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with

the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.”

C. (:5) The Sufficiency of Comfort in Connection with Christ

1. Sufferings in Connection with Christ May Be Abundant

“For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance”

2. But Comfort in Connection with Christ Will Always Be Sufficient

“so also our comfort is abundant through Christ”

D. (:6) The Perspective of Encouraging Others to Persevere Under Affliction

1. This Perspective Applies to Our Affliction
“But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation”

2. This Perspective Applies to Our Comfort

“or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort”

3. This Perspective Applies Because of the Commonality of All of Our

Sufferings

“which is effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which

we also suffer”

E. (:7) Confidence in the Certainty of Sufferings and the Sufficiency of God’s Comfort

“and our hope for you is firmly grounded, knowing that as you are sharers of

our sufferings, so also you are sharers of our comfort.”

II. (:8-11) PERSONAL TESTIMONY:

THE SEVERITY OF OUR TRIALS MAKES US DESPERATE FOR GOD’S

DELIVERANCE

A. (:8-10) Peril of Impending Death

1. (:8) Situation Seemed Hopeless

“For we do not want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which

came to us in Asia, that we were burdened excessively, beyond our

strength, so that we despaired even of life”

Paul is such a positive person; for him to “despair even of life” the

situation must have been pretty bad
..

2. (:9) Desperation Focuses Our Faith in the God of Resurrection Power

“indeed, we had the sentence of death within ourselves in order that we

should not trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead”

3. (:10) Deliverance is God’s Specialty

a. Testimony of Deliverance in the Past

“who delivered us from so great a peril of death”

b. Hope of Deliverance in the Present

“and will deliver us, He on whom we have set our hope.”

c. Confidence of Deliverance in the Future

“And He will yet deliver us.”

B. (:11) Power of Intercessory Prayer

“you also joining in helping us through your prayers, that thanks may be given

by many persons on our behalf for the favor bestowed upon us through the

prayers of many.”
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