PRAYER


Most of what has been taught and written about prayer has focused on personal / private prayer rather than corporate / relational prayer.  Private prayer is certainly emphasized and illustrated in the Bible, especially in the Old Testament and in the Gospels.  But, the most prominent illustrations in the book of Acts and in the Epistles are centered on the church gathered to pray.


The question to ask is, why has there not been an emphasis on the corporate life of the church?  The western culture has greatly influenced biblical interpretation.  The hallmark of Western civilization has been "rugged individualism."  Our language is emphasized with I and my and me.  We are not taught in terms of we and our and us.  Consequently we tend to "individualize" many references to corporate experience in the New Testament.  Thus, often putting emphasis on personal prayer, personal Bible study, personal evangelism, and personal Christian maturity and growth.


The facts are that more is said in the book of Acts and the Epistles about corporate prayer, corporate learning of biblical truth, corporate evangelism, and corporate Christian maturity than about the personal aspects of these Christian disciplines.  The point is that both are intricately related.  The important matter to see is that: the personal dimension of the Christian life is difficult if not "impossible" to maintain and practice consistently unless it grows out of a proper corporate experience on a regular basis.  The personal becomes meaningful only when it grows out of the corporate.

The following will be the course of study in relation to the subject of prayer:



1A  Prayer as a priority in life



2A  Prayer as a unique privilege



3A  Prayer as an ongoing experience



4A  Prayer in the context of praise


5A  Prayer that is heard depends on unity


6A  Prayer problems


7A  Prayer examples
1A  Prayer as a priority in life


1B  The Upper Room experience (Acts 1:7‑14)

KJV Act 1:7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight. 10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel; 11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 12 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey. 13 And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James [the son] of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas [the brother] of James. 14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.



1C  following the ascension of Christ, the first activity His followers



     engaged in was corporate prayer



2C  strictly speaking, the church had not yet come into existence



     (this would be on the Day of Pentecost)



3C  these in the Upper Room who formed the nucleus of the church



      in Jerusalem began an important function, corporate prayer



4C  this was a new experience, even for the Apostles:




1D  any kind of consistent prayer life was new for these




     Jewish Christians




2D  we have no record that these first believers ever spent




      regular time in prayer, either together, or alone




3D  they observed the Lord in prayer (Lk 11:1‑2) and asked Him




      to teach them following this observation




4D  they had difficulty in being disciplined in their prayer life




      as illustrated in (Lk22:45) ‑‑ prayer was not a significant




      priority in their life (Mk 14:37) not even for an hour


2B  Application to the church



1C  Paul's exhortation 

KJV Eph 6:14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 15 And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;


      Paul is discussing a corporate exercise as seen in the plural 


      
pronouns used in Ephesians.  To pray for all the saints means



to pray for one another.  The body in general is to put on the



whole armor of God.



2C  Questions to ask:




1D  How important is prayer in our church?




2D  What planned opportunities are there for people to




      pray for one another?




3D  To what extend are people open and honest about their




      needs?




4D  Are the people fearful / reticent in sharing concerns?




5D  To what extend is prayer both corporate and private a




      priority in my life?

Lord, help me to make prayer a priority in my life, not only personally, but also corporately in my church.  Let me be alert to the needs of others in the body.  Let the words of my mouth be acceptable in your eyes.  Amen.
2A  Prayer as a unique privilege

KJV Heb 10:19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 21 And [having] an high priest over the house of God; 22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.


1B  the New Covenant replaces the Tabernacle example



1C  the veil was supernaturally torn from the top to the bottom ‑



     nothing stands between God and anyone who has forgiveness



     of sins through faith in Jesus Christ;  each can enter into the



     presence of God anytime and anywhere



2C  Jesus replaces the need of a high priest or intercessor



3C  the cross replaces the brazen altar



4C  the laver is replaced by Christ who cleanses from all sin



5C  Christ is the Light of the world and the Bread of life and 



     replaces the golden candlestick and table of shewbread



6C  Christ is the intercessor and replaces the altar of incense



7C  His sacrifice was "once for all"


2B  a Gospel period illustration of the "old" way

KJV Luk 1:5 There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife [was] of the daughters of Aaron, and her name [was] Elisabeth. 6 And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. 7 And they had no child, because that Elisabeth was barren, and they both were [now] well stricken in years. 8 And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest's office before God in the order of his course, 9 According to the custom of the priest's office, his lot was to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. 10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying without at the time of incense.


1C  he was one priest among 18,000 divided into 24 divisions



2C  some priests were never chosen in a lifetime to minister



       in the Temple



3C  insight into the prayer life (time / outside / praying




1D  time ‑ schedule oriented in religious life, worship and




      prayer were regulated and determined by the priests




2D  outside ‑ the people could never enter into the holy place




3D  limited ‑ prayer was limited in scope and related to the




      specific actions of the priests / earthly representatives




      before God




4D  they had no firm assurance that God would respond to




      them, accept their offering, or forgive their sins


3B  the New Testament teaching of the new way (Heb 10:19‑31)

KJV Heb 10:19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 21 And [having] an high priest over the house of God; 22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the profession of [our] faith without wavering; (for he [is] faithful that promised;) 24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some [is]; but exhorting [one another]: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 26 For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, 27 But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. 28 He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: 29 Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know him that hath said, Vengeance [belongeth] unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 31 [It is] a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
1A  The basis for the enjoyment of the freedom and fellowship which Christians

      have in Christ (10:19‑21)


1B  boldness to enter heaven itself (19)



1C  boldness ‑ the believers freedom of access into the "heavenly



      sanctuary", used 4 times in Hebrews




1D  Heb 3:6 ‑ whose house are we




2D  Heb 4:16 ‑ unto the throne of grace




3D  Heb 10:35 ‑ due to an enduring substance in heaven



2C  the reason for the boldness ‑ blood of Jesus




1D  His judicial sacrifice for sin




2D  His substitutionary vicarious sacrifice




3D  His death that paid for the cause and effects of sin




4D  the basis for the New Covenant


2B  an ever current sacrifice (20)



1C  we do not depend on a lifeless animal but on the resurrected



       living, Son of God



2C  which cp. Heb 9:8



3C  consecrated ‑ implies previous existence but not here, the



       meaning is better, initiated



4C  veil // flesh ‑ His humanity kept men from God just as the veil 


     
      kept men from God's presence


3B  a Priest Who knows everyone intimately (21)

2A  The actions to enjoy the freedom and fellowship which Christians have in

      Christ (10:22‑25)


1B  DRAW NEAR (22) Get close to God



1C  have the right attitude




1D  true = sincere




2D  don't fake it



2C  believe that you will be heard



3C  understand your salvation (Ex 29:4 cp. Jn 13:10; IPet 1:21)



4C  life a "clean" life




1D  Ex 30:18‑21 speaks of washing at the laver before




       entering the Tabernacle




2D  Ezekiel 36:25‑26




3D  speaks of judicial purification followed by cleansing due




       to defilement from this earth (Eph 5:25‑26)





brazen altar ‑‑‑‑‑ laver ‑‑‑‑‑ presence of God





(sacrifice)          (washing)


2B  earn the right to be heard (23) Prove that you are a saint



1C  hold it out so that people can see it



2C  be firm in commitment


3B  stimulate others to good deeds



1C  consider ‑ carefully observe the act in spiritual perspective



2C  stirring up (Acts 15:29) ‑ incite, provoke


4B  assemble together (25a)



1C  do not abandon the Christian group



2C  isolation results in weakness, the God ordained means for



     growth is the church body (I Cor 12:14‑27)


5B  exhort one another for mutual protection (25b)



1C  day (probably AD 70 fort them)



2C  the sins of God's people will catch up to them sometime, and



     in the time of judgment one cannot be alone

3A  The danger of losing the freedom and fellowship which Christians have in

      Christ (10:26‑31) ‑ individualizing corporate truth


1B  the possibility (26a) ‑ the sin of abandoning the congregation and


     going back to the old life (i.e. Judaism for them)


2B  the prospect (26a‑27)



1C  no more sacrifice for sins (refers to daily sins)



2C  coming judgment ‑ corrective not punitive; fierceness = the



       idea of jealousy and suggests a love wronged;  the same



       judgment that will devour the unbeliever later will evaluate



       the believer too


3B  the principle (28‑31) argues from lesser to greater (2 Sam 24)



1C  lesser ‑ Mosaic Law; greater ‑ grace of God in Christ

  

2C  sinning against the Godhead




1D  treads




2D  discounts




3D  ignores

3A  Prayer as an ongoing experience


KJV Act 1:14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.


1B  What this concept does not teach



1C  prayer is the only function that Christians should experience



       on a continuous basis




1D  the early church after Pentecost devoted themselves




       to the apostles teaching




2D the early church after Pentecost devoted themselves




      to fellowship ‑ interrelating the Lord's Table and prayer




3D  what this shows: Acts 2:42





1E  regular opportunities to learn the Word of God





2E  regular opportunities to remember the sacrifice





      of Christ (New Covenant)





3E  regular opportunities to pray together



Prayer becomes a means by which we communicate our deepest



thoughts and feelings to God.  The corporate regular opportunities



keep prayer dynamic and meaningful.



2C  continuous prayer involves mere repetition




1D  "Now I lay me down to sleep............"




2D  "Our Father............"




3D  repetitious chanting of the cults / prayer wheels




4D  prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel (I Kings 18:26‑29)




5D  babbling like pagans (Mt 6:7‑8)




6D  brief and to the point:

 
KJV Exo 32:31 And Moses returned unto the Lord, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, and have made them gods of gold. 32 Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin‑‑; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written.

KJV 1Ki 3:6 And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as [it is] this day. 7 And now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: and I [am but] a little child: I know not [how] to go out or come in. 8 And thy servant [is] in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude. 9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?

KJV 2Ki 19:14 And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up into the house of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord. 15 And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said, O Lord God of Israel, which dwellest [between] the cherubims, thou art the God, [even] thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou hast made heaven and earth. 16 Lord, bow down thine ear, and hear: open, Lord, thine eyes, and see: and hear the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent him to reproach the living God. 17 Of a truth, Lord, the kings of Assyria have destroyed the nations and their lands, 18 And have cast their gods into the fire: for they [were] no gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and stone: therefore they have destroyed them. 19 Now therefore, O Lord our God, I beseech thee, save thou us out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou [art] the Lord God, [even] thou only.

KJV 1Ch 4:10 And Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless me indeed, and enlarge my coast, and that thine hand might be with me, and that thou wouldest keep [me] from evil, that it may not grieve me! And God granted him that which he requested.

KJV Pro 30:7 Two [things] have I required of thee; deny me [them] not before I die: 8 Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with food convenient for me: 9 Lest I be full, and deny [thee], and say, Who [is] the Lord? or lest I be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God [in vain]. (Agur)

KJV Luk 18:13 And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as [his] eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.

KJV Luk 23:42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.

KJV Act 7:60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

KJV Eph 3:14 For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; 17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 18 May be able to comprehend with all saints what [is] the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; 19 And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.


2B  What is does mean



1C  continuous prayer means consistent praying with other



      Christians ‑ corporate prayer should be a regular part of



      a believer's life

KJV Rom 12:12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer;

KJV Eph 6:18 Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;

KJV Phi 4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

KJV Col 4:2 Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving;



2C  continuous prayer involves an attitude of prayer



KJV 1Th 5:17 Pray without ceasing. ‑ the Bible does not specify how



much time to spend in prayer;  the degree varies depending on



the need and responsibility



3C  continuous prayer involves personal discipline



"To learn prayer men must pray.  We learn prayer's deepest



depths in prayer, not from books.  We reach prayer's highest



heights in prayer, not from sermons.  The only place to learn


prayer, is in prayer.  Prayer is a skill developed through experience.



Learning to pray is like learning a trade.  We are apprentices and



must serve time at it.  Consistent care, thought, practice, and



time are needed to become skillful"  No Easy Road, Dick Eastman
4A  Prayer in the context of praise


1B  An observation ‑ prayer is more than asking!!!

KJV Luk 24:51 And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. 52 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy: 53 And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen.



1C  not only do we see that prayer after the ascension became a



     priority but also we find information about the type of prayer



     being prayed ‑‑ it was an extension of the prayers offered in



     the temple



2C  the main ingredient of their prayers was initially praise

KJV Act 2:42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 44 And all that believed were together, and had all things common; 45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all [men], as every man had need. 46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.


3C  the focus of the prayers was praise


2B  the import of this observation



1C  God desires our praise and adoration



2C  He wants us to first think of Him



3C  Mt 6:9‑10 ‑‑ acknowledge His holiness, greatness and



     sovereign plan before asking for "daily bread"



4C  the greatest value of praise is that it decentralizes self

"Only praise puts God in His rightful position at the very outset of our praying.  In praising God we declare His sovereignty and recognize His nature and power."

(The Hour That Changes the World, p. 23; Dick Eastman)
"Since adoration brings man into immediate and direct contact with God, the role of servant to Master, or the created to the Creator, it is foundational to all other kinds of prayer."  (When You Pray, pp 30‑33;  Harold Lindsell)

3B  Application from Acts 16



1C  there are times when we should praise God rather than ask for



      deliverance



2C  God may respond to our praise as readily as to our petition



3C  some problems we face may be self induced ‑‑ the more we



      think about our problem even in prayer ‑‑ the worse they get



4C  the less the God‑ward dimension is emphasized, the more we



      concentrate on ourselves (needs, concerns, problems) and little



      worship takes place


4B  Suggestions

KJV Rom 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, [which is] your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

KJV Heb 13:15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of [our] lips giving thanks to his name.
KJV Eph 5:19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ;



1C  How to praise the LORD

KJV Psa 33:1 Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous: [for] praise is comely for the upright. 2 Praise the Lord with harp: sing unto him with the psaltery [and] an instrument of ten strings. 3 Sing unto him a new song; play skilfully with a loud noise.

KJV Psa 47:6 Sing praises to God, sing praises: sing praises unto our King, sing praises. 7 For God [is] the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with understanding.
KJV Psa 66:1 *To the chief Musician, A Song [or] Psalm.* Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands: 2 Sing forth the honour of his name: make his praise glorious. 3 Say unto God, How terrible [art thou in] thy works! through the greatness of thy power shall thine enemies submit themselves unto thee. 4 All the earth shall worship thee, and shall sing unto thee; they shall sing [to] thy name. Selah.

KJV Psa 71:22 I will also praise thee with the psaltery, [even] thy truth, O my God: unto thee will I sing with the harp, O thou Holy One of Israel.



2C  The content of Praise / Prayer

His greatness

KJV Psa 47:1 *To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.* O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice of triumph. 2 For the Lord most high [is] terrible; [he is] a great King over all the earth.
KJV Psa 72:18 Blessed [be] the Lord God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous things.
KJV Psa 145:3 Great [is] the Lord, and greatly to be praised; and his greatness [is] unsearchable.

His love

KJV Psa 107:8 Oh that [men] would praise the Lord [for] his goodness, and [for] his wonderful works to the children of men!

KJV Psa 63:2 To see thy power and thy glory, so [as] I have seen thee in the sanctuary. 3 Because thy lovingkindness [is] better than life, my lips shall praise thee.

His protection

KJV Psa 59:16 But I will sing of thy power; yea, I will sing aloud of thy mercy in the morning: for thou hast been my defence and refuge in the day of my trouble. 17 Unto thee, O my strength, will I sing: for God [is] my defence, [and] the God of my mercy.

Answered prayer

KJV Psa 66:20 Blessed [be] God, which hath not turned away my prayer, nor his mercy from me.

Constant care

KJV Psa 68:19 Blessed [be] the Lord, [who] daily loadeth us [with benefits, even] the God of our salvation. Selah.

His salvation

KJV Psa 71:23 My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing unto thee; and my soul, which thou hast redeemed.


3C  When to praise God

KJV Psa 34:1 *[A Psalm] of David, when he changed his behaviour before Abimelech; who drove him away, and he departed.* I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise [shall] continually [be] in my mouth.

KJV Psa 59:16 But I will sing of thy power; yea, I will sing aloud of thy mercy in the morning: for thou hast been my defence and refuge in the day of my trouble.

KJV Psa 72:19 And blessed [be] his glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled [with] his glory; Amen, and Amen.

KJV Psa 145:2 Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for ever and ever.



4C  Where to praise God

KJV Psa 52:9 I will praise thee for ever, because thou hast done [it]: and I will wait on thy name; for [it is] good before thy saints.
KJV Psa 57:9 I will praise thee, O Lord, among the people: I will sing unto thee among the nations.

KJV Psa 150:1 Praise ye the Lord. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament of his power.

Dear LORD, I lift up my voice to You in praise and thanksgiving.  I praise You for:


Your indescribable greatness;


Your unfathomable love;


Your persistent protection;


Your answers to prayer;


Your tender care;


Your constant faithfulness; and


Your eternal salvation.

I want to praise You at all times ‑‑ in the morning, at noon, and in the evening.  I'll praise You among Your children, among the leaders of the church, among those who do not know You, and in the presence of Your whole creation.  Praise be to Your glorious name forever.  May the whole earth be filled with Your glory.

5A  Prayer that is heard depends on unity

KJV Act 4:24 And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou [art] God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is:


1B  A broader context (Acts 4)

KJV 20 For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard. 21 So when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding nothing how they might punish them, because of the people: for all [men] glorified God for that which was done. 22 For the man was above forty years old, on whom this miracle of healing was shewed. 23 And being let go, they went to their own company, and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said unto them. 24 And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou [art] God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is: 25 Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things? 26 The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ. 27 For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, 28 For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. 29 And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word, 30 By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus. 31 And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness. 32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any [of them] that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common. 



1C  the church had continued to grow under the divine attention



      of the Holy Spirit



2C  everyone present was involved and unified in what was said


2B  A larger perspective

KJV Act 4:32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart and of one soul: neither said any [of them] that ought of the things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common.

Note:  to be able to pray as one involves more than just agreeing to come together to pray;  unity in prayer presupposes the believers total life together



1C  Christ's concern for unity (John 13-17)




1D  there can be no answered prayer among believers without




      biblical unity among them




2D  unity is the context in which prayer must take place




3D  unity is the context in which God's power is released




4D  what is the meaning of fruit in John 15





1E  the meaning of the elements in the allegory






1F  the Gardener is the Father






2F  Christ is the Vine






3F  the pruned branches are the 11 disciples





2E  fruit is not defined but what does it mean?






1F  compare 13:25 with 15:8






2F  manifestation of true discipleship is based






     on love which = fruit



2C  Paul's concern for unity in prayer ‑ what was begun in Acts 1:14



      is also emphasized in Paul's letters;  Christians were told to



      devote themselves to prayer as well as unity among themselves



     (Ro 12:16, 18;  15:5‑6;  16:17;  ICor 1:10;  2Cor 13:11;  Eph 4:3, 


11‑13;  Phil 1:27;  2:2)



3C  Conditions for answered prayer




1D  John 15:7‑8 ‑‑ fruit bearing




2D  Ps 66:18 ‑ wickedness in the heart




3D  I Pet 3:7 ‑ good marital relationship


3B  A personal response ‑ issues to deal with to maintain unity and be


      in a context in which prayer can be answered if God wills:

1.  I want to be served rather than to serve.

2.  I want to be first rather than last.

3.  I want more than others rather than less.

4.  I want to be honored rather than honor others.

5.  I want to be the center of attention rather than giving others attention.

6.  I am willing to serve others even when I am not given public recognition.

7.  I am looking for opportunities to be a servant.

8.  I am praying for other Christians at least as much as for myself.

9.  I am practicing Christian hospitality.

6A  Prayer problems


1B  "God, I don't understand" ‑ How can prayer be reconciled with


     God's providence / sovereignty



1C  Some formal definitions




1D  Augustine Strong (Baptist) ‑ "Providence is that




     continuous agency of God by which He makes all




     events of the physical and moral universe fulfill the




     original design with which He created it" (Systematic




     Theology, p. 419)




2D  J. Oliver Buswell (Lutheran) ‑ "God is not only the




     Creator of all things, but He continuously sustains




     and rules all His creation" (A Systematic Theology of




     the Christian Religion, p. 170)




3D  Lewis Sperry Chafer (Presbyterian) ‑ "Providence is




     the execution in all its detail of the divine program of




     the ages" (Systematic Theology, vol I, p. 44)



2C  If God has planned everything and if the plan is going to be



     fulfilled, why pray at all?  We need to look at NT examples and



     how they resolved this problem.


2B  New Testament example ‑ Acts 4



1C  the believers understood God to be sovereign

KJV Act 4:24 And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou [art] God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is:



2C  the believers understood God to answer prayer




1D  they mention God's special revelation (Acts 4.25‑26)




2D  they interpret exactly what David meant in Ps 2.1‑2




     (Acts 4:27‑28) ‑ put together both God's sovereignty




     and human responsibility




3D  they pray to God in two specific requests




     (Acts 4:29, 30)





1E  to speak the Word in boldness





2E  to perform miraculous signs




4D  God answered their prayer (Acts 4:31)



3C  a biblical antinomy ‑ the tension between God as sovereign



     and the necessity of prayer (human responsibility) ‑ 



     if this tension is rejected, then we may become fatalistic and



     not pray at all or ask of God what He will not do and be



     disappointed


3B  Some biblical guidelines



1C  God responds when Christians pray in love and unity (Eph 4:3)



2C  God responds when Christians pray in faith, but according to



     His will (I John 5:14‑15)

KJV 1Jo 5:14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us: 15 And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.




1D  according to His will = according to His Word




2D  praying in the Spirit = according to His Word (Eph 6:18)



3C  God responds to unselfish prayers (James 4:3)

KJV Jam 4:3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume [it] upon your lusts.

KJV 1Ki 3:5 In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee.




1D  how would the average person respond?




2D  God gave more than asked for because what was




     asked for pleased Him

KJV 1Ki 3:12 Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee. 13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and honour: so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days. 14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days.



4C  God responds to prayer in special ways on special occasions



     according to His sovereign will




1D  in various periods of history God acts sovereignly




     to achieve His purpose (Heb 2:3‑4)




2D  Acts is a fulfillment of the Upper Room Discourse




     high priestly prayer by Jesus




3D  this explains why all biblical answers to prayer are not




     a normative experience for believers of all ages



5C  God responds to prayer with answers that are best for us



     (Ps 22)



"God's timing is better than ours.  He brings us along slowly



and skillfully.  We get impatient.  We want it all now.  Sometimes



we set goals that may be good goals, worthy goals, but which



we are not ready to handle.  When we do, it only makes sense



that a loving Father will keep those things out of our reach.



Only God knows what might be the implications for your overall



well‑being.  If you become famous or wealthy, if you married that



girl, got that promotion, cut that hit record, or simply could



afford to move to that neighborhood you've always wanted to



live in.  He knows.



And part of what it means to be God's children is to accept



that He knows and that He will help bring what is best into



our lives ‑‑ not what we want every time, but what is really



best for us" (Charles Conn, Making It Happen, pp. 85‑86)

7A  Prayer Examples ‑ Paul believed in prayer.  It was a consistent part of his personality and public life.

KJV Act 16:13 And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake unto the women which resorted [thither]. 14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard [us]: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul. 15 And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought [us], saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide [there]. And she constrained us. 16 And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying:

KJV Act 20:36 And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed with them all.

The Ephesian Examples
Eph 1:13 In whom ye also [trusted], after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory. 

15 Wherefore I also, 


after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, 




and 




love unto all the saints, 


16 Cease not to give thanks for you, 





making mention of you in my prayers; 

17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 



the Father of glory, 



may give unto you the spirit of wisdom 






and 






revelation 





in the knowledge of him: 

18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; 







that ye may know 








what is the hope of his calling, 








and 








what the riches of the glory 










of his inheritance

 









in the saints,

Eph 3:14 For this cause I bow my knees 






unto the Father 








of our Lord Jesus Christ, 






15 Of whom the whole family 








in heaven 








and 








earth 







is named, 

16 That he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, 


to be strengthened 



with might 




by his Spirit 



in the inner man; 



17 That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; 

that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 


18 May be able to comprehend with all saints 



what [is] the 




breadth, and length, 




and depth, and height; 


19 And to know the love of Christ, 





which passeth knowledge, 



that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.

Eph 4:1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called,

	SPECIFIC REQUESTS
	SPECIFIC REASONS

	1.  To give the Spirit of wisdom and

revelation

2.  The eyes of your heart enlightened

3.  Strengthen with power through His

Spirit in your inner being

4.  Power. . . to grasp the love of Christ


	that you may know Him better (1.17)

in order that you may know the hope

   to which He has called you (1.18‑19)

so that Christ may dwell in your hearts    through faith (3.16)

that you may be filled to the measure    of all the fullness of God (3.18‑19)


SPECIFIC RESULTS

To live a life worthy of the calling you have received (4.1)

SPECIFIC REQUEST

For this reason ‑

Paul uses this concept 3 times in the first three chapters of Ephesians to give continuity to his thoughts (1.15; 3.1, 14).  The reason/cause he is referring to is the spiritual development of the Ephesians.

His first prayer is connected to the second and interrupted by a detailed explanation of God's power and grace in their lives (1.19‑2.22) and his own life (3.1‑13).  "For this cause" demonstrates this continuity.

I have not stopped. . .  I keep on asking. . .  ‑ 

These two statements demonstrate Paul's commitment to persistent prayer.  Prayer was a steadfast process.  He kept asking God for certain things in their behalf (v.17)

That you may know ‑ 

Knowing, grasping, and understanding are very prominent in this prayer.  He prayed for more in depth experience of the truth that they already knew of God.

His incomparable great power ‑ 

This is defined in his specific content of the prayer.

SPECIFIC REASONS / CONTENT

The Spirit of wisdom and revelation ‑

Paul was not praying that they would receive the Holy Spirit.  They were already "marked" and "sealed" by the Holy Spirit (1:13).  He is praying that their wisdom and understanding would be modified by the Word of God.  Through the written word we can all now discover who God truly is and what He has done through Jesus Christ.

So that you may Him better ‑

His desire is to move from cognitive to experiential with God.

The eyes of your heart may be enlightened ‑

He desires that they have a deeper appreciation for what God has done for them.

In order that you may come to know the hope to which He has called you ‑

The Ephesians were strong in faith and love but uncertain in their hope.  This was probably so among the Gentile converts.  Paul reassured them that though they were not Jews and initially excluded from the citizenship of Israel and afar from the covenants of the promise (2.12), this was no longer true of them.  They together were now called to a common/one hope.

This hope involves the fact that we are Christ's inheritance, given to Him by the Father (1.18).  Our hope and security is not based on our ability or faithfulness, but on Christ's eternal power.

Strengthen you with power through His Spirit in your inner being ‑

Paul is here speaking of internal power of the inner person.  This is rooted in knowledge and truth.  This gives psychological strength from being sure of our position in Christ and experiencing the life of the Spirit in us in direct relationship to our obedience to the Word of God.

So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith ‑

Jesus was no longer visible at the time of the Ephesians.  To accept His reality however, involves faith based on facts which reflect invisible realities. (Heb 11.1).

Power. . . to grasp. . . the love of Christ ‑

To comprehend the extent of Christ's love for the believer is a supernatural process (3.18‑19).

That you may be filled to the measure of the fulness of God ‑

Paul prays that our total being would be affected by the ongoing process of being related to the person of Christ.

SPECIFIC RESULTS

To live a life worthy of the calling you have received ‑

Eph 4:1 states what the result should be from all that had been prayed.  He outlined in detail what this means.

KJV Eph 4:17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind,

KJV Eph 5:2 And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet smelling savour.

KJV Eph 5:8 For ye were sometimes darkness, but now [are ye] light in the Lord: walk as children of light:

KJV Eph 5:15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,

PERSONALIZING PAUL'S PRAYER

Dear Father,

please grant me spiritual wisdom and understanding.

Fill me with the knowledge of your will

so that I may know You better.

May my heart be enlightened

that I may know the hope to which You have called me;

the hope which is based in Your grace and love

that chose me in Christ Jesus before the creation of the world;

the hope that is based on the same power

that raised Jesus Christ from the dead

and seated Him at Your right hand.

I pray
that You will strengthen me with Your power 

in my inner being

so that Christ may dwell in my heart through faith.

May I have power to grasp

how wide and long and high and deep

Christ's love for me really is.

May I know this love

that surpasses knowledge

that I may be filled to the measure of the fullness of God.

All this I pray, Father,

that I may live a life worthy of You

and may please You in every way.

As I grow in my experience with You,

may I bear fruit in every good work.

Grant that I may have endurance and patience

and joyfully give thanks to You, Father, for my position in Christ.

May my love abound more and more

in knowledge and depth of insight

so that I can truly discern what is best

and that I may be pure and blameless till the Day of Christ,

filled with the fruit of righteousness through your Son, Jesus Christ.

All of this I pray,

so that You, dear Father, may be praised and glorified.
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