Marriage / Divorce / Re-Marriage



THE SUBJECT INTRODUCED FROM YAHWEH'S EXAMPLE:



	God speaks of His relationship to His Old Testament covenant people as a marriage.  As the New Testament makes clear (Eph 5.22�33), this is more than an analogy.  The biblical ideal for marriage is found in the relationship between Christ

and His Church (the prototype of which was the relationship of Yahweh to Israel).

The following is the sequence shown in the Old Testament that develops the relation�

ship between Yahweh and Israel.



1.  Yahweh speaks warmly of His engagement and marriage to Israel:



	NIV Eze 16:8 Later I passed by, and when I looked at you and saw that you were old enough for love, I spread the corner of my garment over you and covered your nakedness.  I gave you my solemn oath and entered  into a covenant with you, declares the Sovereign LORD, and you became mine.



2.  As the marriage relationship continued, Yahweh reminisces about Israel's first love after the betrothal in Egypt and the early days of marriage in the desert:



	NIV Jer 2:2 Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem:  I remembered the devotion of your youth, how as a bride you loved me, and followed me through the desert, through a land not sown.



3.  The days of courtship and marriage did not last.  There came a change.  After the marriage at Sinai and Israel entered the land, she began to change her affections and became unfaithful to her Husband, Yahweh:?



	NIV Jer 2:20 Long ago you broke off your yoke and tore off your bonds;  you said, "I will not serve you".  Indeed on every high hill and under every spreading tree you lay down as a prostitute.



	NIV Hos 2:13 I will punish her for her days she burned incense to the Baals;  she decked herself with rings and jewelry, and went after her lovers;  but me she forgot.



	



	NIV Eze 23:17�19 Then the Babylonians came to her, to the bed of love, and in their lust they defiled her.  After she had been defiled by them, she turned away from them in disgust.  When she carried on her prostitution openly and exposed her nakedness, I turned away from her in disgust, just as I had turned away from her sister.  Yet she became more and more promiscuous as she recalled the days of her youth, when she was a prostitute in Egypt.  



4.  This was done until Yahweh finally divorced her:



	NIV Jer 3:8 I gave faithless Israel her certificate of divorce and sent her away because of all her adulteries.  



	NIV Jer 3:1 If a man divorces his wife and she leaves him and marries another man, should he return to her again?  Would not the land be completely defiled?  But you have lived as a prostitute with many lovers �� would you now return to me?  declares the LORD.  



	NIV Isa 50:1 Where is your mother's certificate of divorce with which I sent her away?  Or to which of my creditors did I sell you?  Because of your sins you were sold;  because of your transgressions your mother was sent away.



	NIV Hos 2:2 Rebuke your mother, rebuke her, for she is not my wife, and I am not her husband..  Let he remove her adulterous look from her face and her unfaithfulness from between her breasts.



5.  In spite of her sin, Yahweh loved Israel and called her to repent and return.  If she did, He would receive her back and make her His own once more:



	NIV Hos 14:1 Return O Israel, to the LORD your God.  Your sins have been your downfall!  Take words with you and return to the LORD.  Say to him:  "forgive all our sins and receive us graciously, that we may offer the fruit of our lips"



	NIV Hos 2:7 She will chase after her lovers but not catch them;  she will look for them but not find them.  Then she will say "I will go back to my husband as at first for then I was better off than now."



	NIV Isa 54:6 The LORD will call you back as if you were a wife deserted and distressed in spirit �� a wife who married young, only to be rejected, says your God.









Marriage



1A  Some basic considerations about marriage



	1B  Introduction



		1C  since divorce is the dissolution of marriage, it is necessary

		      to discover what it is that divorce dissolves and how

		

		2C  some feel that divorce does not dissolve marriage and that

		      somehow the people involved are "still married in God's sight"

		

		3C  necessary preliminary questions:

			

			1D  What is it that establishes a marriage?

			2D  How is a marriage made?

			3D  What is its status before God?

		  

	2B  What is marriage?



		1C  marriage is not a human expedience



			1D  marriage is not a human expedience; it was not devised by

			      man

			

			2D  God in Gen 2, 3 Himself established, instituted and ordained

			      marriage at the beginning of human history

			

			3D  marriage was foundational to human society before the church,

			      school, business, formal government

			

			4D  marriage is regulated by Scripture not by human invention



		2C  marriage is a foundational institution



			1D  it was the first to be formally instituted

			

			2D  the "house" in Scripture is the smallest decision�making unit

			

			3D  this is also the basic sub�unit of the church and society



		





		

		3C  marriage is not just for propagation



			1D  while God ordained propagation, "be fruitful, and multiply,"

			      and is a duty within marriage, it is not the fundamental

			      feature of marriage

			

			2D  marriage is not biologically necessary for procreation

			

			3D  marriage is more than legalized, responsible mating



		4C  marriage is more than sexual relations



			1D  marriage is a union that implies sexual union as a central

			      obligation and pleasure (I Cor 7.3�5), but sexual union does

			      imply marriage

			

			2D  if marriage and sexual union were one in the same, then:



				1E  fornication would be an informal marriage

				2E  adultery would be bigamy or polygamy



			3D  marriage and "porneia � any and all sexual sin" is not 

			      equated in Scripture

			

			4D  some say that adultery dissolves marriage because a new

			      marriage is made;  some say that marriage begins on the

			      honeymoon when sexual relations first occur

			

			5D  marriage authorizes sexual relations � the honeymoon union

			      is proper and holy (Heb 13.4) only because the couple is

			      already married, therefore adultery if it occurs does not

			      dissolve it;  sexual relations, licit or illicit, do not make or

			      break the marriage union

			

			6C  it is not necessary to remarry a couple due to adultery

			      because only forgiveness is necessary because they are

			      still married

			

			7C  the point � sexual relations do not constitute a marriage nor

			      dissolve it











2A  What marriage is all about



	1B  marriage and the single life



		1C  Gen 2.18 � "It is not good for the man to be alone.  I will make him a

		      helper who corresponds to him."

		

		2C  the reason for marriage is to solve the problem of loneliness

		

		3C  companionship is therefore the essence of marriage, i.e. the

		      Covenant of Companionship

		�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

		4C  God's fundamental evaluation of the single life is "not good"

		

		5C  this is the reason for the general rule "a man shall leave his father

		      and mother and shall cleave to his wife and the two shall become

		      one flesh" (Gen 2.24)

		�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������



		6C  some exceptions to the rule in Gen 2.24



			1D  Mat 19.11, 12;  I Cor 7.7

			

			2D  a God given capacity to find companionship of a different

			      sort (never the same) outside of marriage in special kingdom

			      work (Mt 19.12);  this is a satisfying, not a lonely life

			

			3D  one should not sin by purposely avoiding marriage

			

			4D  I Cor 7 speaks of singleness in extraordinary circumstances

			      "because of the impending crisis" (I Cor 7.26) (i.e. time of

			      persecution, war, etc.);  neither would have been necessary

			      if Adam had not sinned



	2B  the covenant of companionship



		1C  the Bible describes marriage in terms of companionship



			1D  Prov 2.17 � "the strange woman . . .forsakes the companion

			      of her youth and forgets the covenant of her God"



				1E  companion has the idea of "one tamed;" "one that has

				      a close intimate relationship to another;"  this is hard to

				      do with a "wild animal;"  companionship at least in part

				      involves a closeness

				2E  wild = not willing to be close; tame = willing to be close



			2D  Malachi 2.14 � "The LORD has been witness between you 

			      and the wife of your youth to whom you have been faithless,  

			      although she is your companion and your wife by covenant"



				1E  companion = close union or relationship

				2E  a companion is one with whom one is intimately united

				3E  companionship is the ideal model in marriage

				4E  love in marriage focuses on giving one's spouse the

				      companionship needed to eliminate loneliness  



	3B  engagement  / marriage



		1C  engagement for us is often a trial period, officially going steady

		      with some intent to marry;  in the Bible, engagement was absolutely

		      binding

		

		2C  Deut 22.23; Mat 1.16�24:  engagement in the Bible was the first

		      step of marriage during which the covenant was made and only

		      death or divorce could break it

		

			1D  an engaged person who had illicit sexual relations was put

			      to death (Dt 22.23) � she is called the "wife" of the engaged

			      man;  illicit sex during this period = adultery

			

			2D  a single person who had illicit sexual relations underwent a

			      lesser penalty (Dt 22.28, 19)

			

			3D  point: the engaged person was given the same penalty as

			      married persons, no distinction was made

			���������������������������������������������������������������������������������

			4D  in Matthew, Joseph had decided to divorce Mary secretly

			

			5D  no clear as to why divorce took the place of stoning

			

			6D  Joseph is called a "just man" for doing this � God accepted

			      the substitution of divorce for stoning and the idea of divorce

			      itself for illicit sexual relations

			

			7D  marriage which began with engagement (and required divorce

			      to break) did not begin with sexual union (Mt 1.25) and had to

			      be ended by divorce

			���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

			

			8D  marriage is therefore a formal (contractual) arrangement

			      between two persons to become each other's loving

			      companion for life;  they contract to keep each other

			      from ever being lonely so long as they shall live;  the 

			      covenant is at the time of engagement (biblical culture)

			      marriage ceremony (modern culture) by contract (not by

			      sexual union) with fulfillment of the terms of contract after

			      ceremony



	4B  other factors included in the concept of companionship



		1C  Genesis 2.28 � "helpmeet" is a hybrid word (lit. I will make him

		      a help, meet for him);  speaks of being suitable, appropriate,

		      corresponding to;  Eve was Adam's "other half" not (better half);

		      this covenant solves the problem of loneliness by overfilling it

		

		2C  the two are united as companions in effort



		3C  Gen 2.24, 25 � "cleaving . . . .to become "one flesh""



			1D  "one flesh" does not primarily refer to sexual union but refers

			      to becoming a single  functioning "unit" (Eph 5.28�31)

			

			2D  I Cor 6 distinguishes 3 unions �



				1E  one body (v 16) � sexual relations with a harlot (mating)

				2E  one flesh (V 16) � the marriage union

				3E  one spirit (v 17) � union with Christ







		



















DIVORCE



1A  A biblical attitude toward divorce



	1B    the concept of divorce is biblical?



		1C  the Bible recognizes and regulates divorce

		

		2C  some hold that the Bible only condemns divorce and has nothing

		      positive to say about it



	2B  Malachi 2.16 � "I hate divorce"



		1C  God Himself became involved in divorce proceedings



			1D  "for all the adulteries which faithless Israel had done,

			      I sent her away and gave her a divorce bill"

			

			2D  in some way under some circumstances divorce is

			      proper; the object of God's hatred is that which causes

			      divorce



		2C  He hates divorce obtained on wrongly obtained grounds;  He

		      does not hate divorce proceedings per say (i.e. as a process)

		      (Ezra 10.44, 11)

	

	3B  we must have a balanced biblical attitude towards divorce



		1C  divorce is not the unpardonable sin

		

		2C  divorcing on unbiblical grounds is sinful and terrible but God

		      is in the business of forgiving sin



			1D  I Cor 6.9�10; Rev 22.15; Gal 5.19�21 � in the lists of

			      terrible sins, unlawful divorce is not mentioned

			

			2D  divorce proper or improper always is due to sin and 

			      causes a lot of hurt in those involved













2A  The concept of divorce



	1B  the origin



		1C  no one knows

		

		2C  divorce is of human origin

		

		3C  divorce is regulated, recognized in the Bible but not

		      instituted by God

		

		4C  Mat 19.8 � "from the beginning this was not the way it was"



			1D  divorce was permitted but not established by Moses

			

			2D  the fact that did not establish divorce but regulates it

			      makes it difficult to consider



		5C  Deut 22.19, 29;  24.1�4



			1D  divorce was already a common practice at the time of

			      the Pentateuch

			

			2D  just because it was allowed does not mean that it is

			      not terrible



		6C  divorce is not ignored but dealt with



			1D  permitted under only certain circumstances (Dt 22.19, 29)

			

			2D  it should be done in an orderly fashion

			

			3D  those who obtain the divorce are made aware of all the

			      consequences (Dt 24.1�4)



	2B  the process of divorce



		1C  divorce was a formal legal act in which the covenant of

		      companionship was canceled and dissolved

		

		2C  Deut 24.1�4 �� a three step procedure



			1D  there was a written bill/writ of divorce

			

			2D  the bill must be served

			3D  the person divorced must be sent from the home



		3C  sin is behind every divorce but not every divorce is sinful



	3B  observations



		1C  among Christians divorce is never desirable or inevitable

		

		2C  every effort should be made for divorce not to happen at all



3A  What is divorce?



	1B  if marriage is a covenant of companionship, then divorce is a declaration

	      that these promises are no longer expected, required, or permitted



		1C  a divorce is intended to free the parties to make the same

		      commitment to someone else

		

		2C  this is only in the case of proper/legal divorces

		

		3C  language involved



			1D  Deut 24;  Isa 50.1;  Jer 3.8 � "bill of divorce" mans to

			      "cut off"

			

			2D  Mt 19 � "apoluo" to lose from, to put away, send'

			      release, dismiss

			

			3D  the concept of this language is one of severing a relationship

			      that had previously existed

			

			4D  "aphiemi" � separation viewed from the one who leaves

			

			5D  "apoluo" � separation viewed from the one sending the other 				      away

			

			6D  "chorizo" � separation viewed from what others see, divorce

















	2B  separation � further comments



		1C  the modern day idea of separation as something less than

		      divorce was unknown in the Bible

		

		2C  "chorizo" � always refers to separation by divorce



			1D  Mt 19.6

			

			2C  I Cor 7.10, 11, 15



		3C  the word views divorce from the standpoint of the completion of

		      the three step process in Deut 24.1�4



��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

4A  I Corinthians Seven



(Answers the question received from the Corinthians)



SECTION 1.  The cases of unmarried and married Christians who are practicing

		celibacy (7.1b�7)



1Co 7:1 Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: [It is] good for a man not to touch a woman. 2 Nevertheless, [to avoid] fornication, let every man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own husband. 3 Let the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto the husband. 4 The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife. 5 Defraud ye not one the other, except [it be] with consent for a time, that ye may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not for your incontinency. 6 But I speak this by permission, [and] not of commandment. 7 For I would that all men were even as I myself. But every man hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after that.



		A general principle:  Yes, it is good for a man to have nothing to do with

		women (7.1b)



		A general exception:  But let each man have his own wife and each

			woman her own husband (7.2b, c)



			

















			General reason:  because there is so much immorality (7.2a)



				1st explanation:  husband and wife must give each other

					conjugal rights (7.3)



				Reason:  a Christian rules his/her spouse's body, but not

					his/her own (7.4)



				2cnd explanation:  do not deny each other sexual

					rights / contact (7.5a)



				Exception:  except by mutual agreement for devotion

					to prayer (7.7.5b)



				3rd explanation:  even having separated by mutual agree�

					ment, afterwards come together again (7.5c)



				Reason:  Satan may tempt you due to lack of self

					control (7.5d)



		Comment on general exception:  recommend a fully physical marriage, 

			not as a command but as a concession (7.6)



	Supporting expressions of preference:  I wish that every Christian could follow

		the principle of celibacy as I do (7.7a)



		Reason for exception:  the ability to remain celibate is a gift from God

			which is not given to every Christian (7.7b, c)



SECTION 2:  The case of the Christian who has not been married and the widow (7.8�9)  



8 I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for them if they abide even as I. 9 But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn. 



	A general principle:  it is a good thing that they stay as I � unmarried (7.8)



		Exception:  if they cannot live a celibate life, they should marry (7.9a)



			Reason:  better to marry than to be overcome with passion

				(this is evidence that the "gift" has not been given) (7.9b)











SECTION 3:  The case of a Christian married to a believer (7.10�11)



10 And unto the married I command, [yet] not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart from [her] husband: 11 But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to [her] husband: and let not the husband put away [his] wife. 



	A general principle:  a wife must not separate herself from her husband (7.10b)



		Reason:  this is a command from the Lord (7.10a)



		Exception:  if the wife on the contrary does leave her husband, she has

			two options � (1)  remain unmarried;  (2)  be reconciled ((7.11a, b)



	Restatement of this principle: the husband must not divorce his wife either 	          	(7.11c)



SECTION 4: The case of a Christian married to a non�believer who wants the marriage

	to continue (7.12�14) 



12 But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away. 13 And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him. 14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy. 



	A general principle:  A Christian whose non�believing spouse wants the relation�

		ship to continue should not break up the marriage (7.12, 13)



		Reason:  the non�believing spouse is made "holy" through the believer

			in the marriage (7.14a, b)



			Supporting comment:  otherwise, the children would be "unclean,"

				but as it is, they are "holy" (7.14.c, d)



		Exception to this principle in the next clause ����



SECTION 5:  The case of a Christian married to a non�believer who wants to end the

	marriage (7.15, 16)



15 But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such [cases]: but God hath called us to peace. 16 For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save [thy] husband? or how knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save [thy] wife? 













	Exception to the principle of remaining in the marriage:  if the unbelieving spouse wants to depart / separate, let him / her have it (7.15a)



		Explanation:  in such cases, the Christian is not enslaved (7.15b)



		Reason:  God has called you into peace (7.15c)



		Supporting comment:  the Christian marriage partner has no assurance

			that he / she will be able to "save" his/ / her spouse (7.16)



SECTION 6:  A theological generalization with examples (7.17�24)



17 But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches. 18 Is any man called being circumcised? let him not become uncircumcised. Is any called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised. 19 Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God. 20 Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called. 21 Art thou called [being] a servant? care not for it: but if thou mayest be made free, use [it] rather. 22 For he that is called in the Lord, [being] a servant, is the Lord's freeman: likewise also he that is called, [being] free, is Christ's servant. 23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men. 24 Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God. 



	A general principle:  let each one live his / her life in accord with the fact that

		the Lord has distributed (faith) to him / her and that God has called

		him / her (7.17a, b, c)



		Explanation:

		1.  Was a man already circumcised when he was called?  He should

		     not try to change his condition with an operation. (7.18a, b)

		2.  Was a man uncircumcised when he was called?  He should not

		     become circumcised.  (7.18c,d)



		Reasons:

		1.  Neither circumcision nor uncircumcision makes any difference (7.19a)



		2.  Keeping the commands of God is what matters (7.19b)



		Abbreviated restatement of the principle:  each person should continue in 		that calling into which he was called (7.20)



		Explanation:  were you a slave when you were called, do not worry

			about it (7.21a, b)



			Exception and explanation:  if you are set free, by all means (as a

				freedman), live according to God's calling (7.21c, d)







		Reasons:

		1.  a slave who has been called in the Lord is the Lord's freedman (7.22a)



		2.  a freedman who has been called is the Lord's slave (7.22b)



			Explanation of the 2cnd reason:  you were bought with a price, do

				not become slaves of men (7.23)



	Restatement of the general principle:  each one should live according to his

		calling (in Christ) �� in the sight of God (7.24)



SECTION 7:  The case of virgins (7.25�28)



(Reference to the question from the Corinthian church and Paul's authority to give an

answer)



25 Now concerning virgins I have no commandment of the Lord: yet I give my judgment, as one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful. 26 I suppose therefore that this is good for the present distress, [I say], that [it is] good for a man so to be. 27 Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosed. Art thou loosed from a wife? seek not a wife. 28 But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if a virgin marry, she hath not sinned. Nevertheless such shall have trouble in the flesh: but I spare you. 



		A general recommendation:  it is good, "I think," for a person to what he

		already is (7.26b)



		Reason:  because of the present distress (7.26a)



		Explanation:

		1.  do not seek to be free to a spouse if you are bound (7.27a, b)



		2.  do not seek to become married if you are free from a spouse (7.27c, d)



		Exception:

		1.  if one does marry, he does not sin (7.28a)



		2.  if the virgin marries, she does not sin (7.28b)



		Restatement of the reason:  those who marry will have trouble (7.28c, d)

















SECTION 8:  A second theological generalization with examples (7.29�31)



(a general principle is not stated � it could have been � a Christian is not to be

determined by his worldly circumstances but by his relation to Christ)



29 But this I say, brethren, the time [is] short: it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as though they had none; 30 And they that weep, as though they wept not; and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they possessed not; 31 And they that use this world, as not abusing [it]: for the fashion of this world passeth away. 



	Reason:  the appointed time has become short (7.29a)



	1st explanation:  those having wives should live as if they had no wives (7.29b)

	2cnd explanation:  those who mourn should live as if they were not (7.30a)

	3rd explanation:  those who rejoice should live as if they were not (7.30b)

	4th explanation:  those who buy should live as if they did not possess (7.30c)

	5th explanation:  those who use the world should not take it serious (7.31a)



	Restatement of the reason:  the world is passing away (7.31b)



SECTION 9:  A second consideration in the case of the unmarried (7.32�35)



(a general principle is not stated � it could have been � it is better to stay unmarried)



32 But I would have you without carefulness. He that is unmarried careth for the things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord: 33 But he that is married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may please [his] wife. 34 There is difference [also] between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman careth for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit: but she that is married careth for the things of the world, how she may please [her] husband. 35 And this I speak for your own profit; not that I may cast a snare upon you, but for that which is comely, and that ye may attend upon the Lord without distraction. 



	1st reason:  "I" want you to be free from anxiety (7.32a)



		1st explanation:

		1.  the unmarried is concerned with the affairs of the Lord (7.32b)



		2.  the married is concerned with pleasing his / spouse (7.33)



			Supporting comment:  his interest are divided (7.34a)



		2cnd explanation: 

		1.  the unmarried woman and the virgin are concerned about the things

		     of the Lord (7.34b)



		2.  the married woman is concerned about pleasing her husband (7.34c)



	

	2cnd reason:  this is for your own benefit �� not to restrain you (7.35a)



		1st explanation:  this is for good order (7.35b)



		2cnd explanation:  this is to secure your attention to the Lord (7.35c)



SECTION 10:  The case of the Christian trying to remain celibate in "spiritual marriage"



36 But if any man think that he behaveth himself uncomely toward his virgin, if she pass the flower of [her] age, and need so require, let him do what he will, he sinneth not: let them marry. 37 Nevertheless he that standeth stedfast in his heart, having no necessity, but hath power over his own will, and hath so decreed in his heart that he will keep his virgin, doeth well. 38 So then he that giveth [her] in marriage doeth well; but he that giveth [her] not in marriage doeth better.



	Exception:  (made in this case before the statement of the general principle) ��

		allow the man to do what he wants �� let them marry �� he is not

		sinning (7.36a)



		1st condition:  do this if anyone thinks that he is not behaving properly

			with his virgin (7.36a))



		2cnd condition:  do this if his passions are too strong (7.36b)



		3rd condition:  do this if it "has to be" (7.36c)



	The preferred principle:  a Christian does well / better when he keeps his

		virgin partner as she is (7.37d)



		Condition:  anyone who firmly establishes this in his heart (7.37a)



			1st explanation:  whoever is under no compulsion and has 

				power over his will (7.37b:



			2cnd explanation:  whoever has determined in his heart to 

				preserve his partner in her virginity (7.37c)



	Restatement of the exception in relation to the principle:  he who marries his

		virgin does well, but he who does not marry her does better (7.38)



















SECTION 11:  A second consideration dealing with a Christian widow (7.39�40)



39 The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord. 40 But she is happier if she so abide, after my judgment: and I think also that I have the Spirit of God.



	The general principle:  (repeating 7.10b) � a wife is bound to her husband as

		long as he lives (7.39a)



		Exception and explanation:  if he dies, she is free to remarry anyone she

			chooses from within the Lord's fellowship (7.39b, c)



			Limiting expression and preference:  (restating 7.8) � she will be

				happier if she remain a widow (7.40a)



				Authority for preference:  "I" also have the Spirit (7.40b)



Because of the distinction made between two groups in I Corinthians 7, the

passage becomes pivotal on divorce and a logical place to begin a study on divorce.  In verse 10, Paul introduces his comments on divorce with these words "I give this authoritative instruction (not I but the Lord. . . . ," but in verse 12, he writes, "to the rest I (not the Lord) say..."  From this it is clear that Jesus never intended to say the last word on divorce.  Paul adds further "inspired" counsel on the subject of divorce which dealt with certain issues for the first time in the New Testament.  Jesus spoke concerning the issue of divorce between two believers and Paul added for the first time God's rules for divorce among believers married to unbelievers.  God's approach is different to these two groups.

	

Different rules for different groups is not unusual in Scripture.  I Corinthians 5 shows that it is wrong for two believers to take each other to court.  They should settle

all disputes through the church dynamic (Mt 18.15ff in principle).  Believers may take unbelievers to secular court and should live in peace with them as much as is possible (Ro 12.18).  The outcome of peace�making, leading to reconciliation may differ, calling for different ultimate resolutions of problems depending what the mix is between believer and unbeliever.



	1B  Divorce among believers



		1C  the basic command is that neither the Christian husband nor wife

		      may divorce one another � viewed without exception



		2C  if a partner disobeys this command  and does dissolve the marriage

		      by divorce the partner must remain unmarried to leave the possibility

		      open for reconciliation by remarrying �� Paul warns against further

		      complications arising out of additional sin

		

		3C  it would be sin to marry another upon divorce gained on unbiblical

		      grounds;  the obligation is to repent and re�establish the first marriage

		

		4C  by marrying another, Deut 24.1�4 comes into play, and the situation

		      becomes irremediable in ever returning to the first spouse

		

		5C  "separate" here means a state where the spouse is "unmarried" 

		

		6C  even when divorce occurs as a result of disobedience, that divorce ��

		      though sinful and obtained on illegitimate grounds �� broke the

		      marriage

		

		7C  the grounds may be illegitimate but the divorce is not

		

		8C  marriage and divorce is made or broken by contractual agreement

		

		9C  divorce gained on any ground cancels the marriage and they are

		      not "still married in God's eyes" somehow

	          

		10C in this case, until they are re�married, all rights and privileges of

		       marriage as an obligation are on hold, their chief obligation is

		       reconciliation



	2B  Divorce among "unequally yoked" / Christian and non�Christian



		1C  the believer is not commanded to divorce the unsaved spouse who is

		      willing to make a go of their marriage

		

		2C  the believer is commanded to do everything possible for the sake of

		      the unsaved spouse and children �� to keep them in an atmosphere

		      where they are "sanctified" / (i.e. set apart) � remain in a context of

		      exposure to Christian influence

		

		3C  if the unbeliever does not agree to go on with the marriage, divorce

		      is an acceptable alternative (v.15);  the Christian is not restricted to

		      only certain grounds;  the permissive imperative "let him depart"

		      applies to any case / regardless of the reason

		���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

		4C  divorce although permitted in this case is never desirable �� all

		      divorces stem from sin �� divorce is never the ideal

		

		5C   the state of the believer following such a divorce �� not bound;  the

		      believer is released entirely from all obligations and is totally free

		



		6C  the reason � "peace" �� this is the bottom line problem that Paul is

		      solving;  God does not want any loose ends about marriage;  either

		      there is a marriage or there is not



	3B  The exception clause � the one instance when a believer may divorce

	      a believing spouse but is not required to do so � Matthew 5 and 19



		1C  the passages



			1D  Mt 5.32 � ". . . except on the ground (or for the cause) of

			      sexual sin (fornication, porneia)"

			

			2D  Mt 19.9 � " . . . except for sexual sin (fornication, porneia)"



		2C  the response (Mt 10.10) "it that is the way that it must be between a

		      man and his wife, it would be better not to marry" � seen as a severe

		      restriction on current divorce practices





		3C  this clause refers both to divorce and re�marriage � adultery is

		      committed by marrying another unless divorce has occurred for

		      "fornication"

			

			1D  fornication � sexual sins of any and all sorts (ICor 5.1 � incest;

			      Jude 7 � homosexuality; Jer 3.1,2,6,8 � adultery)



			2D  adultery � unfaithfulness toward one's marriage partner; always

			      refers to more than sexual sin, the marriage covenant is always

			      in view (Sirach 23.22, 23 � en porneia enmoicheuthe "she has

			      committed adultery by fornication"

		

		4C  adultery and fornication should not be equated �� Jesus focuses on 

		      the act "fornication" because it covers incest, lesbianism, homo�

		      sexuality, bestiality, as well as adultery

		

		����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

		5C  the Bible does not require divorce it is permitted in this case;  the

		      husband and wife may forgive each other upon repentance (Lk 17.3ff);

		      divorce for fornication must be restricted then to those who refuse to

		      repent of their sin














	4B  Christ's use of Deuteronomy and Genesis



		1C  the passages involved �



KJV Gen 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. 27 So God created man in his [own] image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. 28 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth.



KJV Gen 2:18 And the Lord God said, [It is] not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.



KJV Gen 2:21 And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and he took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 22 And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto the man. 23 And Adam said, This [is] now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh. 25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.



KJV Deu 24:1 When a man hath taken a wife, and married her, and it come to pass that she find no favour in his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him write her a bill of divorcement, and give [it] in her hand, and send her out of his house. 2 And when she is departed out of his house, she may go and be another man's [wife]. 3 And [if] the latter husband hate her, and write her a bill of divorcement, and giveth [it] in her hand, and sendeth her out of his house; or if the latter husband die, which took her [to be] his wife; 4 Her former husband, which sent her away, may not take her again to be his wife, after that she is defiled; for that [is] abomination before the Lord: and thou shalt not cause the land to sin, which the Lord thy God giveth thee [for] an inheritance.



KJV Mat 5:31 It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement: 32 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.













KJV Mat 19:3 The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause? 4 And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made [them] at the beginning made them male and female, 5 And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh? 6 Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. 7 They say unto him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away? 8 He saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except [it be] for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.



KJV Mar 10:2 And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him, Is it lawful for a man to put away [his] wife? tempting him. 3 And he answered and said unto them, What did Moses command you? 4 And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of divorcement, and to put [her] away. 5 And Jesus answered and said unto them, For the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept. 6 But from the beginning of the creation God made them male and female. 7 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; 8 And they twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh. 9 What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder. 10 And in the house his disciples asked him again of the same [matter]. 11 And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against her. 12 And if a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth adultery.



KJV Luk 16:18 Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth another, committeth adultery: and whosoever marrieth her that is put away from [her] husband committeth adultery.



		2C  Deuteronomy 24:1�4



			1D  all modern translations and commentators take verse 1�3

			       as the protasis (the section with the "if" clause) and verse

			       4 as the apodasis (the section with the concluding "then"

			      clause) against the KJV handling of this passage;  the KJV

			      takes only the first half of verse 1 as the protasis



			2D  observations:



				1E  Dt contains no command to divorce



				2E  Dt does not allow for divorce on any other ground

				      than fornication



				3E  Dt has in mind forestalling hasty action by making it

				      impossible to rectify when divorce and remarriage to

				      another has taken place (cf ICor 7.11)



				4E  Dt recognizes and regulates divorce



			3D  the meaning of "something indecent" / "erwath dabar"



				1E  the same expression is found in Dt 23:12�14



KJV Deu 23:12 Thou shalt have a place also without the camp, whither thou shalt go forth abroad: 13 And thou shalt have a paddle upon thy weapon; and it shall be, when thou wilt ease thyself abroad, thou shalt dig therewith, and shalt turn back and cover that which cometh from thee: 14 For the Lord thy God walketh in the midst of thy camp, to deliver thee, and to give up thine enemies before thee; therefore shall thy camp be holy: that he see no unclean thing in thee, and turn away from thee.



				2E  refers to the covering of excrement by the camp so

				      God would not be offended



				3E  has the idea of repulsiveness or repugnancy



				4E  "erwath dabar" does not refer to adultery or sexual

				      uncleanness but to some indecency or impropriety

				      in behavior � it seems to cover broadly anything that

				      a husband might deem repugnant or of dislike



			4D  the meaning of "erwath dabar" being so vague is exactly

			      the point of its use in this matter;  anything short of sexual

			      sin as a cause for divorce would be biblically wrong;  the

			      passage does not therefore give license for divorce for

			      any cause



			5D  any divorce based on a "erwath dabar" is legal but sinful

	

			6D  a principle stated �



				1E  the wife of Dt 24 may not remarry her first husband

				      because the second marriage "defiled" her













				2E  her divorce was legal but biblically wrong otherwise

				      the divorce would have freed her to marry the 

				      second husband without sin;  she was defiled by the

				      second marriage and not by the second divorce

				      because even if she was freed from the second

				      husband by death, rather than by divorce (v.3), her

				      first husband was forbidden to marry her because of 

				      defilement; adultery was involved



		3C  Jesus' use of Deuteronomy



			1D  a sinful divorce based only on an "erwath dabar" truly breaks

			      the first marriage



			2D  the sinful adulterous marriage to the second man was a true /

			      genuine marriage (but adulterous)



			3D  normally adultery takes place while the marriage contract is

			      still in effect;  the Deut situation the contract was sinfully

			      broken (all obligations to the rights of marriage ended);  yet,

			      both parties were obligated to be reconciled in remarriage

			      and not free to marry someone else or adultery would happen



			4D  this is so not because either party is still married in God's

			      eyes but either party is obligated to be married





























Re�Marriage



Introduction � things to look at!



	1.  the concept of remarriage in general

	2.  does God allow divorced people to remarry

	3.  if divorced persons may remarry, then who and under what conditions



1A  Remarriage in general



	1B  there is nothing per se against remarriage after the death of  a spouse �

	      the statement shows that it is not wrong to remarry



	KJV Rom 7:3 So then if, while [her] husband liveth, she be married to another man, she shall be called an adulteress: but if her husband be dead, she is free from that law; so that she is no adulteress, though she be married to another man.



	KJV 1Co 7:39 The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord.



	2B  in some instances, remarriage is encouraged



	KJV 1Ti 5:11 But the younger widows refuse: for when they have begun to wax wanton against Christ, they will marry; 12 Having damnation, because they have cast off their first faith. 13 And withal they learn [to be] idle, wandering about from house to house; and not only idle, but tattlers also and busybodies, speaking things which they ought not. 14 I will therefore that the younger women marry, bear children, guide the house, give none occasion to the adversary to speak reproachfully.



	3B  widows who have difficulty in sexual desire should seek remarriage



	KJV 1Co 7:8 I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for them if they abide even as I. 9 But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn.























2A  Remarriage after divorce



	1B  some say that the Bible has nothing positive to say about remarriage

	      for divorced people � Mt. 5 and 19 speak of it only in relation to adultery



	2B  NOT TRUE



		1C  I Corinthians 7:27



	KJV 1Co 7:27 Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosed. Art thou loosed from a wife? seek not a wife. 28 But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if a virgin marry, she hath not sinned. Nevertheless such shall have trouble in the flesh: but I spare you.



			1D  divorce is in view in both instances



			2D  "seek not to be loosed" refers to divorce and not death



			3D  remarriage is allowed after divorce without sin in this case

			      even in times of "distress" when marriage in general is

			      discouraged



		2C  to call sin what God does not is serious error � it only lead to

		      confusion and division among God's people



		3C  special rules for special people



	KJV Eze 44:22 Neither shall they take for their wives a widow, nor her that is put away: but they shall take maidens of the seed of the house of Israel, or a widow that had a priest before.



			1D  priests may not do what others may do and have even

			      tighter restrictions � no broken bones



			2D  nothing in Scripture forbids remarriage of divorced persons

			      without obligations , except priests



	3B  Who may remarry after divorce and under what conditions?



		1C  all persons properly divorced are free to remarry



	KJV 1Co 7:27 Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosed. Art thou loosed from a wife? seek not a wife. 28 But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if a virgin marry, she hath not sinned. Nevertheless such shall have trouble in the flesh: but I spare you.

	KJV 1Co 7:15 But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such [cases]: but God hath called us to peace.



		2C  what  is complicated is dealing with people who have divorced

		      sinfully (improperly because they still have obligations of some sort)



			1D  the general rule is that Christian must marry Christian after

			      the death of a spouse  or after divorce without obligations



			2D  some examples cannot be fixed due to the effects of sin even

			      after repentance and forgiveness



				1E  a Christian man divorces an unsaved wife who wants to

				      continue the marriage � he has sinned (I Co 7:12, 13)



				2E  upon repentance, he must seek forgiveness for this sin

				      (and the sins committed during the process of divorce)



				3E  because he ought to be married to her (divorce was

				      against biblical teaching) he must seek to return to her

				      and reestablish the marriage



				4E  however � he is no longer married to her and is now 

				      blocked to remarry because she is an unbeliever



				5E  sinful disobedience has blocked him into a "corner"



				6E  solutions:  pray; evangelize her; do not remarry another



				7E  if she comes to the point as a unbeliever to no longer

				      wishing to remarry him, he is free to remarry (I Cor 7:15)
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