THEOLOGICAL SURVEY

OF

THE OLD TESTAMENT

AND

THE NEW TESTAMENT

Summary Statement of the Bible:

The irruption of Yahweh's Kingship as He progressively establishes His rule over a people on the earth by means of Word, deed, promise, Spirit and covenant, for His own glory.

The presentation of the King and Kingdom's availability to Israel predicated on national repentance was postponed due to national rejection by Israel of the King and His Kingdom.  During the postponement phase of the Kingdom, Christ establishes His Church as His Bride in view of His return for Her and provides the New Testament to develop normative living patterns for proper living in light of His return.  Israel's national repentance will then usher in the Millennial reign.

The Controlling Purpose of Each Book

Of The

Old Testament
Summary Statement:


The irruption of Yahweh's Kingship as He progressively establishes His rule over a people on the earth by means of Word, deed, promise, Spirit and covenant, for His own glory.

Book

Author
Date

Controlling Purpose

Genesis

Moses

1445

The history of the origins behind








the Theocracy.

Exodus

Moses

1445

The acquisition of the seed Abraham 







and the granting of 
a constitution to 








them after deliverance from bondage.

Leviticus

Moses

1445

A manual containing a collection of 








prophylactic ordinances enabling the








holy Yahweh to live in residence among 








His holy subjects.

Numbers

Moses

1445

The cultic laws of the camp in 








motion / Israel in training in 









the wilderness.

Deut.

Moses

1445

The renewal of the constitution for proper 







theocratic adjustment to life in the land.

Job

?

1400?

The suffering must learn to live by faith in 







the sovereign Creator.

Joshua

Joshua
1300

Shows a temporary historical fulfillment of 







Yahweh's promise to the Patriarchs and 







Moses to give Israel the land of Canaan by 







Holy War.

Judges

Samuel
1000

The failure of Theocracy under the judges 







and the necessity of K/kingship.

Ruth

Samuel?
1000

Yahweh, sovereignly but hidden, effects the 






birth of His k/King.

Book

Author
Date

Controlling Purpose

Song...

Solomon
10th.

A celebration in song of the joyful sexual 







relationship in marriage.

Psalter

David++
10th.++
The hymnbook of Israel.

Eccl.

Solomon
931+

In spite of the apparent futility involved in 







man's existence, yet he should live life








with skill by trusting God's sovereignty, 







goodness, and justice.

Samuel
?
930‑722


The establishment of a human monarchy 







over the Theocracy.

Obadiah

Obadiah
848‑841
Yahweh will avenge Israel 
against Edom.

Joel

Joel

830

Divine judgment is to be visited upon Israel 







in the Day of Yahweh.

Jonah

Jonah

782

While Israel is an ineffective servant under 







discipline, the sovereign Yahweh preaches 







salvation to the Gentiles by His prophetic 







messenger.

Amos

Amos

760‑765
Yahweh's righteous demands, demand 







accountability;  and His faithfulness 








assures Israel of final salvation.

Hosea

Hosea

760‑720
In spite of Israel's unfaithfulness, Yahweh's 






love will prevail.

Micah

Micah

740

The necessary product of saving faith is 







social reform and practical holiness based 







on the righteousness and sovereignty of 







God.

Isaiah

Isaiah

740‑680
The holy God will not permit unholiness in 







His people, and will deal with them in such 







a way as to chasten and purge them and 







make them fit to participate in His program 







of extending His rule over the Gentiles.

Book

Author
Date

Controlling Purpose

Proverbs

Sol++

726‑698
A collection of comparative maxims to give 







the novice instruction in the skill of practical 






living.

Nahum

Nahum
654

Nineveh will fall for her cruelty and 








immorality because Yahweh is mighty.

Zephaniah
Zephaniah
630

Yahweh is firmly in control of all His world 







despite contrary appearance and that He 







will prove this in the near future by the Day 







of Yahweh including immediate and distant 







chastening upon all the disobedient.

Jeremiah

Jeremiah
620

Jerusalem will fall if the people will not 







repent;  God's rule is assured by means








of the New Covenant.

Habakkuk

Habakkuk
607

The just live by faith in the 
face of apparent 






difficulties hindering the fulfillment of God's 







promises.

Ezekiel

Ezekiel
592

The fall of Jerusalem and the Babylonian 







captivity are necessary measures for the








God of glory to employ in order to correct 







His disobedient people; the day will come 







when Yahweh will restore a repentant 







remnant of His chastened people and 







establish them in glorious Theocracy with a 






new Temple.

Kings

Jer.?

590‑585
The failure of Theocracy under human 







monarch.

Lament.

Jeremiah
586

A song lamenting the destruction of 








Jerusalem with hope for the future because 






of God's faithfulness.

Daniel

Daniel

530

A panoramic view of Israel's History while 







subjugated by Gentile world powers until 







the time of the Kingdom.

Book

Author
Date

Controlling Purpose

Ezra

Ezra

457

A record of the reconstruction of the 








Hebrew monarchy upon the physical and 







spiritual foundations of the past.

Haggai

Haggai
520

God's program must be put first in order for 






there to be prosperity.

Zechariah
Zechariah
520‑480
God will preserve His remnant from all 







oppressors.

Esther

?

480

The providence of God in preserving His 







people.

Nehemiah
Ezra

457

A record of the reconstruction of the 








Hebrew monarchy upon the physical and 







spiritual foundations of the past.

Malachi

Malachi
435

Sincerity and a holy life are necessary for 







temporal blessings and national prosperity.

Chronicles
Ezra?

400

A history of Israel designed to arouse 







support for the Kingdom k/Kingdom during 







Gentile oppression.

The Ancient Near Eastern Theology

That Affected Israel

During The Establishment Of

The Theocracy

Egyptian Theology:


The "good life" from the ancient Egyptian viewpoint may be summarized by the concept of "Maat".  The single most important event was the emergence of the primeval hill out of chaotic mass.  Creation established the pattern of existence.  "Maat" was the continuous equilibrium of the divine forces.  A balanced harmony.  Pharaoh, the representative of the creator "god" as Horus, was the judicator of "Maat" represented to the people as the fountainhead of justice.


"Maat" on the creative level was a harmonious balance of the natural order, on the state level it was justice, and on the social level it was truth.


The "good life" was experienced by man by living in harmony with the natural order, the state, and society.  He was the silent‑man.  He lived by the instruction from the sages, the men of experience.  The man out of harmony with "Maat" needed discipline and correction so that he again would be in tune with "Maat".  Sinuhe, a rebel, finds happiness again when he returns to "Maat" from his foolishness and is once again in harmony with the established order of things.  The "good life" was even at the point of death striving with "Maat."  The Egyptian man would strive to take part of the universal order of continuous experience by becoming either a circumpolar star, part of the sun god's journey, or through obedience to Pharaoh (in the Old Kingdom), harmony with "Maat".


The Egyptian view of death was a point of tension in their lives.  With a view that all creation being divine, the unchanging order of things, the death experience viewed personally seemed out of harmony.  Animals seemed never to change in species.  Pharaoh, even though he died, was replaced by his son (Pharaoh never changed, only his representative did), but man at death, was not individually replaced.


In the Old Kingdom, the hope of partaking of the eternal harmony of things rested on obedience to Pharaoh.  Later, at the end of the first Intermediate Period, the common man had hope through the Osiris‑Isis‑Seth myth.  Horus, the son of Osirus, continued his existence as Pharaoh.  So also, the common man, began to have hope that his son could aid in the voyage through the "see of reeds"


The tomb, was the vehicle for the transformation of the personality of the dead man to acquire new vitality.  Through the burial ritual of "sakh", the man became "akh", a transformed spirit.  His "ka" (vital force), was transformed into "ba", the expressive force of the dead.


Whether it was hope of partaking of the cosmic circuit of Re as he daily conquered the nether world and revitalized creation at his rising, or becoming one of the circumpolar stars, the purpose was always to take part of the eternal order of things and be in harmony with it.


The static, the unchanging was the "real".  That which continues without change was the important.  The tomb with all of its preparations (furniture, servants, magical formulae), was all for the continuation of things as they were.  Eternal attunement to the established order of "Maat" was the goal for the conquering of the ultimate disharmony, death.


The artistry of Egyptian literature in relation to its religious outlook may be summarized by saying that its purpose was to convey the idea of constancy, that which does not change is real.


In the area of literature, there were no literary forms such as myth, epic, or drama.  Epic literature with its focus on heroic deeds o men, drama with its focus on change as the result of an act, and myth with its focus on the action of the gods, have in common the idea of change.  This went against the mind set of Egypt with its focus on "Maat".  Their literature reflected this such as the genre of beginning stanzas of poetry with the same language, synonymous parallelism, and lack of historical information in the content.  All stress the unchanging.  The main idea was to stress the timeless, so, historical details had no place in literature.


The artistry of architecture demonstrates the same.  The temple had its focus on the primeval hill that spoke of the most significant event, creation, which established the pattern of "Maat".  The pyramids followed the same pattern.

Sumerian and Mesopotamian Theology:


The major gods of the Sumerian pantheon ‑


Anu ‑ the sky, heavens, the god who holds all things together and



created by spoken word,  all other gods aligned themselves



to his authority


Enlil ‑ the atmosphere and storm, the "divine sheriff"


Ki / Nihursaga ‑ the earth, passion, fertility, the mother of all living



things


Enki ‑ sweet water, active fertility, the god of wisdom and knowledge


Utu ‑ the sun god, giver of light and life


Nanna ‑ the moon god


Inanna ‑ the goddess of love/sex and fertility


The relationship of the gods to human affairs in Sumeria was one of capriciousness and fickleness.  The gods had to be coaxed into benefiting man by adulation and offerings.  The individual man could not directly approach the cosmic powers.  Through his personal god, sympathetic magic, and enactment of myth (i.e. hieros gamos rites between Inanna and Dammuz), the "ensi", later king, insured the people of fertility in land, animals, womb, and revitalization of nature.  Through the battle drama, the re‑enactment of the victory of Enlil over Tiamat, the people were assured victory over chaos (i.e. floods and storms in Mesopotamia).


The Mesopotamian world view is based on an "I' ,"You", relationship to the order of nature.  The cosmic state is seen as a "democracy" in which the gods have ultimate authority over events and the determination of destinies on the earth (Mesopotamia).  The divine assembly made up of the gods is capricious and fickle.  Destinies are discussed and debated with a final consensus of the divine counsel.  The chief gods of the council were Anu, Enlil, Enki, with Enlil being the chief deity.  In the Babylonian / Assyrian period, Enlil became Marduk and Assur.


The national state functioned primarily as a political unit.  The chief god of each city state was under the authority of the chief national deity, Enlil and Innana.  The city state functioned primarily on an economic level for the purpose of providing the needs of the gods in the temple.  The rulers of each city state, the ensi, through the medium of dreams, divination or omens from the gods, carried out the primary function of the city.  He was responsible for order within the city, upkeep of the temple and the needs of the gods, and protection against encroachment of powers against the city.  Loss in war was viewed as Enlil's determination of the destiny of the city.

The individual was viewed as the slave / servant of the gods.  Through "finding a god" he would have good fortune in his activities.  By offering a petition, the individual would ask the god to hear his case before the cosmic council so that his life would experience fertility and happiness.


Nature was experienced rather than contemplated:


origin ‑ Enlil, Ninlil, why the moon god has three brothers in the



underworld


organization ‑ Enki, Ninmah, there are places of service for the



deformed (those who do not fit the culture)


evaluation ‑ the wooing of Innana, shepherds and farmers are on



equal standing


The Akitu festival (the Babylonian new year festival) was the highpoint of the seasonal year.  This festival could occur either at the end of Winter or the end of Summer.  At both points it was celebrated through sympathetic magic, the revitalization of life and the determination of destinies for both king and people till the next festival.


At Babylon, Marduk, who rose to power as chief god politically, was the counterpart of Enlil in early Sumeria.  The king would enact the cult through "hieros gamos" rite, the battle drama, and the death and resurrection dream.


The hieros gamos rite enacted the Sumerian Inanna / Damuz motif with the Babylonian name for Inanna being Ishtar.  The king through relations with the priestess enacted the motif in the akitu house / Ementen‑anki to assure fertility for the people and the land.  The battle drama enacted Sumerian Enlil / Tiamat motif with Marduk taking the place of Enlil.  Marduk wins victory over chaos / Tiamat and assures prosperity in harvest.  The king of Babylon would humble himself before Marduk with the priest taking the siglia of kingship from the king and later re‑investing him with kingship after the vow of allegiance to Marduk.  The Babylonian cult took the deities of Sumeria with some changes of names of the gods: (An = Anu; Enlil = Bel, Marduk; Enki = Ea; Utu = Shamash; Nanna = Sin; Innana = Ishtar).

Canaanite Theology:


The purpose of the Ugaritic Baal mythology seems to be a myth dealing with nature and fertility.  The sitz‑im‑leben could either be the autumnal new year festival or the festival at the end of a seven year cycle.  The Baal mythology contains some cosmic elements (i.e. the conflict  of Baal with "tnn" or "ltn" (chaos) over which he is victorious and establishes kingship).  the ""nt" text seems to be a bridge between cosmic myth and fertility myth.  The eight tablets, although fragmentary, show that Baal goes from kingship to inactivity back to kingship.


"Mot's" emissaries come to El to ask for the removal of Baal, Baal resists with force but is restrained by 'nt and Atterat.  Baal requests a house (palace) of El through his emissary 'nt.  The request is granted and ktr‑w‑hss, the builder, is finally able to fit a window into the house (palace).  Mot summons Baal to the underworld.  Baal mates with a heifer to assure progeny if he does not return.  El mourns, Baal's sister / consort, 'nt, ultimately destroys Mot by cutting him to pieces.  Baal is searched for by 'nt and is temporarily restored to his throne 7 years.


This on the fertility level conveys a seasonal change of crops.  Baal's "death" is equated with the period of infertility of the land, the  "opening of the window" refers to the coming of life giving rains.


The Aqht and Krt texts both convey the importance of the king's role in restoring fertility in the land.  Both have problems with progeny.  Aqht is promised a son, and Krt receives a son.  Aqht and Krt both experience "death and resurrection" which has contact with the Dumuzi ritual.  The fertility of the king demonstrates blessing from the gods.

Chronology 

Of The

"Age of Promise" ‑ 645 years

I Kings 6.1

966 Solomon



       
+480
Time from the Exodus to Solomon




1446
Date of the Exodus



Moses

Ex 12.40

+430
Length of Egyptian sojourn




1876
Date of entrance into Egypt

Joseph

Gen 47.9

 130
age of Jacob entering Egypt

Jacob

Gen 25.26

 60 age of Isaac at birth of Jacob

Gen 21.5

 100
age of Abram at birth of Isaac

Isaac




 290

Gen 12.4

  ‑75
age of Abram leaving Haran




 215
Total years of Patriarchs in the land




1876
Date of entrance into Egypt




+215
Time of Patriarchs in the land




2091
Time Abram's departure from Haran
Abraham




2091



          ‑1446



  645
"Age of Promise"

Patriarchal Chronological Table
2296

Birth of Terah



Gen 11.24

2166

Birth of Abraham



Gen 11.27

2091

Abram's departure from Haran

Gen 12.4

2081

Abram's marriage to Hagar

Gen 16.3

2080

Birth of Ishmael



Gen 16.16

2067

Abrahamic Covenant reaffirmed

Gen 17.1

2067/6

Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah
Gen 19.24

2066

Birth of Isaac




Gen 21.2, 5

2029

Death of Sarah



Gen 23.2

2026

Marriage of Isaac



Gen 25.20

1991

Death of Abraham



Gen 25.7

1966

Marriage of Esau



Gen 26.24

1943

Death of Ishmael



Gen 25.17

1930

Jacob's journey to Haran


Gen 28.2

1923

Jacob's marriages



Gen 29.23, 28

1918

Birth of Judah



Gen 29.35

1916

End of Jacob 14yr. labor


Gen 29.30

1916

Birth of Joseph



Gen 30.23

1910

End of Jacob's stay with Laban

Gen 31.41

1910

Jacob's arrival at Shechem

Gen 33.18

1902

"Rape" of Dinah



Gen 34.1‑2

1900

Marriage of Judah



Gen 38.1‑2

1899

Selling of Joseph



Gen 37.2

1888

Joseph imprisoned



Gen 39.20; 41.1

1886

Joseph released



Gen 41.1, 46

1879

Beginning of famine



Gen 41.54

1878

Brother's first visit to Egypt


Gen 42.1‑2

1877

Judah's incest with Tamar


Gen 38.18

1877

Brother's second visit to Egypt

Gen 43.1; 45.6, 11

1876

Jacob's descent to Egypt


Gen 46.6; 47.9

1859

Death of Jacob



Gen 47.28

1806

Death of Joseph



Gen 50.22

SUMMARY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

The Old Testament is the story of Yahweh as He progressively establishes a people on the earth by means of Word, deed, promise, Spirit and covenant.  In 1440BC, Moses became the chosen theocratic leader of the loosely knit Hebrew tribes in Egyptian bondage.  God had a plan and purpose in making these people into a Nation.  They were to be united as a common people, with a common homeland, and have a common constitution for advancing His purpose of renewing the original communion which had been thwarted by anti‑theocratic forces at the Fall.  Before the great event of God establishing His Nation, the basis for this deed was the Abrahamic covenant.


This covenant, with its individual, national, and international aspects, was now in God's progressive purpose.  Through Moses, the national / constitutional

aspects would find fruition.  The Exodus, Passover, and Sinai events, made Israel a Nation with a national law code for proper theocratic adjustment in the land of Canaan.


In 1405BC, the land was secured through the leadership of Joshua.  This being the beginning of the land of promise in the Abrahamic Covenant.  The period of judges showed the necessity of kingship.  Under Samuel, the period of consolidation begins.  The Nation now matures enough to receive the benefit of wisdom literature.  David and Solomon brought the Nation to the period of division.  During this period, the age of the prophets begins.


In the North, Joel, Amos, and Hosea speak a two‑fold message of judgment and hope with Yahweh preaching salvation to the Gentiles through His prophetic messenger, Jonah.  However, in 721BC, with the fall of Samaria, judgment came.  In Judah, Micah spoke of the failure of mediators of the Theocracy resulting in no social reform and practical holiness.  Zephaniah told Judah that Yahweh was firmly in control despite contrary appearances with Habakkuk counseling faithful obedience to Yahweh in face of coming judgment.


The southern kingdom fell in 586BC through the instrument of the Babylonian empire.  Then, in 536BC, the people were allowed to return as prophesied by Jeremiah and effected through Daniel.  As they rebuilt the city and the Temple, they received encouragement from Haggai and Zechariah.  God's program must come first.  Malachi the last of the Old Testament prophets spoke of sincerity and a holy life being necessary for temporal blessing.  Four hundred years of silence would occur before the Messiah would come to carry on the theocratic program.

THE STORY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT
The irruption of Yahweh's kingship as He progressively establishes His rule over a People on the earth by means of Word, deed, promise, Spirit and covenant, for His own glory.

1A  The prototype of God's purpose


Genesis: The history of the origins behind the Theocracy.


Genesis 1‑2:  the creation of man in communication with God mediating


His rule over earth.  This is the beginning of history (Gen 2.4) and its goal.

2A  The prevention of God's purpose


Genesis 3:  Anti‑theocratic forces usurp authority over man and the earth;


communication is broken but partially restored;  fellowship through


sacrifice, a major motif in the OT finds its beginning in the presumed


slaying of animals for the coats of skin for Adam and Eve.

3A  The promise of God's purpose


The serpent had gained control over man and the earth;  to crush the


serpent would be tantamount to reversing his deeds (Gen 3.15);  God


would perform this through the broad means of His Word and Spirit,


more specifically through the expansion of the first promise (Gen 12.1‑3)


and binding covenants with His people;  before the expansion of the


promise and the formation of the Nation, He set the stage of the world


with the background of the Nations


The stage of the world was set through the Flood and the Noachian


covenant;  the Flood geographically altered the world stage and the


Noachian covenant guaranteed its permanence (Gen 6‑9)


The background of the Nations was established through the offspring of


Noah's family, the confusion of languages, and the dispersion of the

Nations (Gen 10‑11) - Progression of sin ‑ Fall, Cain, Song of Lamech, Nephaliim, Tower of Babel;  after each act of sin and judgment, there appeared at the same time a saving act of God ‑‑ except after the Tower of Babel, it ends without grace;  the answer lies in the call of Abram and Yahweh's salvation history to the Nations through Abraham


4A  The original promise expanded (Gen 12.1‑3)


1B  the individual aspect ‑ a great name


2B  the national aspect ‑ a great Nation


3B  the international aspect ‑ reciprocal blessings


4B  the divine aspect ‑ protection and affirmation

5A  The national promises solidified in covenant and fulfillment


1B  the implicit land promise is bound in unconditional covenant (Gen 15)


2B  the explicit promise of a descendant/s is fulfilled (2100‑1446BC)



1C  the births of Isaac, Jacob and his sons



2C  when disintegration factors threaten the unity of the Nation




(Gen 38), God providentially preserves the Nation in




Egypt (Gen 37‑50) through a chosen theocratic leader,




Joseph, who clearly recognizes God's providence (Gen




50.20)


3B  the explicit promise of a Nation is fulfilled (1446‑1390BC)



1C  the acquisition of the Nation's subjects ‑‑ through the




mediator, Moses (Exodus 1‑10)



Exodus:  the acquisition of the seed of Abraham and the granting



of a constitution to them after deliverance out of bondage/Egypt



Note:  the TEN WORDS



Ex 20.1 ‑ Preamble



Ex 20.2 ‑ Historical prologue



Ex 20.3‑17 ‑‑ Stipulations



1.  to thoroughly commit one's life to Yahweh alone



2.  to not make other alliances and thus remove the worship due




Yahweh alone



3.  to not make Yahweh a non‑entity by taking/using His name




for no purpose



4.  to do the activity of Yahweh on the 7th. day to show His




sovereignty and right to rule over them



5.  to keep alive the commitment to Yahweh so that each new




generation may have a fresh relationship to Him



6.  to not remove illegally Yahweh's seed from the earth



7.  to not destroy the family unit and thus destroy the production




of seed to Yahweh



8.  to guard against the questioning of Yahweh's promise to provide



9.  to have a harmonious community without rebels


         10.  to guard against the questioning of Yahweh's goodness in giving 




all that is needed for happiness



Note: Deuteronomy is also in covenant literary form



Preamble (1.1‑5)



Historical prologue (1.6‑4.49)



Stipulations (5.1‑26.19)



Blessings and cursings (27.1‑30.20)



Provisions for continuation (30.1‑34.12)



Witnesses: Yahweh (31.28); Nature (32.1)



2C  the constitution of the Nation's subjects ‑‑ the conditional




Mosaic covenant




1D  the moral law (Ex 19‑20)




2D  the social judgments (Ex 21‑24)




3D  the cultic laws (Ex 25ff)



3C  the communion of the Nation



Leviticus:  a manual containing a collection of prophylactic



ordinances enabling the holy Yahweh to live in residence



among His holy subjects



4C  the transitional experience of the Nation



Numbers:  the cultic laws of the camp in motion; Israel in



training in the wilderness



the military arrangement  and census of the tribes and transport



of the sacred palladium;  from inside the camp of the enemy,  the



Balaam oracles reveal that God's blessing cannot be frustrated



in spite of Israel's failures



5C  the basis of the Nation renewed



Deuteronomy:  the renewal of the Constitution for proper theocratic



adjustment in the land

6A  The nation of promise under covenant: its mediators


it has been noted that the original creation, wherein man in communion


with God mediated His rule over the earth, was thwarted by anti‑theocratic


forces;  the first promise guaranteed the destruction of these forces and


implicitly the renewal of the original communion and rule;  the Abrahamic


covenant was yet another step in the of the advancement of that purpose;


the uniqueness of the conditional nature of the Mosaic covenant must be


recognized in that it suggests the possibility of its temporary usage in the


accomplishment of God's purpose of Theocracy


Throughout the history of this progressive unfolding purpose and fulfillment,


a principle emerges ‑ God is executing His purpose through mediators


(Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, [others also ‑


Melchizedek, Job]);  yet, the ultimate purpose of God in effecting rule and


communion internationally was being accomplished through a single


theocratic mediator;  with Moses, however, one comes to the last of the


individual mediators in the purpose of God


The national covenant divided mediatorial responsibilities among four (4)


offices ‑‑ prophet, priest, political leader, wise man;  through these men


the original purpose of restoring communion and rule was to be accomp‑


lished;  as each one fulfilled the responsibilities of his domain, the


theocratic purpose was advanced and as each failed, the theocratic 


purpose was thwarted;  we must understand the significance and


uniqueness of Moses as the last individual mediator ‑‑


1B  the conditional nature of the Mosaic covenant



1C  Near Eastern covenants




1D  bilateral parity covenant




2D  unilateral covenant ‑ by a superior to an inferior





1E  unconditional with respect to the recipient





2E  conditional with respect to the recipient



2C  OT covenants




1D  unconditional ‑ Noahic, Abrahamic' Davidic, New




2D  conditional ‑ Sinaitic



Note:  the foundation of a covenant is not necessarily an index to



the function of the covenant; the Mosaic covenant was never meant



to be a means of justification or sanctification (sought in the flesh



Gal 3);  it was a means for potential advancement of God's purpose;



it offered a chance of communion with God through a priestly



mediator and a participation in the rule of God through political



mediators


2B  the mediator of the Mosaic covenant and his unique position



1C  he was the political mediator in his authority, direction and




law;  he showed no evident prowess in war nor was he




the initiator of a dynasty



2C  he was the priestly mediator in giving the Torah and cult




though Aaron assumed the duties of sacrifice



3C  he was the prophet both in experience of theophanies and




miraculous events



4C  he was the wise man by virtue of his natural gifts and mind



5C  his enablements were God's ultimate means for the 




accomplishment of His purpose ‑‑ the Spirit of God


3B  the mediators of the covenant and their respective domains



1C  the political mediator




1D  his domain ‑ theocratic law and leadership of the Nation




2D  his marks ‑ charisma and prowess in war (judge) and





appointment by God;  ideally he was submissive to





covenant law




3D  his relationship to God's purpose to lead the theocratic





Nation in extending its righteous rule over the earth;





hence, under the great / ideal king David the kingdom





boundaries were extended



2C  the priestly mediator ‑‑ the Levitical priesthood




1D  its domain ‑ the cultus





1E  the sacrificial system





2E  the oversight of the festivals





3E  the oversight of the Tabernacle




2D  identification ‑ by divine appointment




3D  relationship to God's purpose ‑ the priest is not 





primarily interested in extending God's rule over





the earth but rather in restoring communion with God



3C  the prophetic mediator




1D  his domain ‑ he was the giver of new authoritative





revelation and was the guardian of the covenant




2D  tests of a prophet ‑ the message was organically





united and related to previous revelation (Deut 13)





and accurate in any prediction (Deut 18)




3D  relationship to God's purpose ‑ he guarded the covenant;





he was God's spokesman for warning and salvation



4C  the wise man




1D  domain ‑ practical advice and wisdom in conformity to





Torah with respect to marriage, friendships, business,





adversity, character, worship, purpose in life




2D  marks of a wise man ‑ self authentication in life skill




3D  relationship to God's purpose ‑ he counsels the man





under covenant in skillful living and the fulfillment





of covenant responsibility;  he guides men in the





image of God in fulfillment of the original mandate





(Gen 3)


Note:  these were the mediators of the national covenant and through 


their mediation the covenant Nation was to extend God's rule and


blessing over the earth;  but, the mediators after Moses did not achieve


that purpose;  the OT still looks for the ultimate Mediator, the Messiah

7A  The nation of promise under covenant:  its accomplishments


1B  the period of securing the land (1405‑1390BC)



1C  the political mediator is prominent in this stage ‑



Joshua:  shows the temporary fulfillment of Yahweh's promise to the



Patriarchs and Moses to give Israel the land of Canaan by holy war



Conquest of the land (Josh 1‑12)



Allotment of the land (Josh 13‑24)



2C  the priestly mediator is necessary for prosperity as the sin of




Achan demonstrates


2B  the period of Judges (1390‑1050)

Judges:  The failure of Theocracy under the judges and the necessity of K/kingship.



1C  the political leaders were charismatic military leaders




1D  purpose of the judges ‑ to deliver the people when they





finally cry out for relief from their God sent enemies





for chastening




2D  the meaning of the failure under the judges ‑ to show the





necessity of k/Kingship (Judg 18.1; 19.1; 21.25)



2C  the priestly mediators were opportunistic and decadent




(Judg 17‑19)



3C  the prophetic voice was evidently silent: "for the word of the




LORD was rare in those days" (I Sam 3.1)



4C  the wise man was silent ‑ wisdom is foolish to a stubborn




people; no fool benefits from rebuke or wise counsel



5C  the purpose of God continues ‑ the book of Ruth illustrates




that God is sovereign and providentially prepares the




Nation for prosperity under David (the faithfulness of a




Moabitess and a godly farmer result in his birth)



Ruth:  Yahweh sovereignly but in a hidden way effects the



birth of His k/King


3B  the period of consolidation (1050‑931)



1C  Samuel records the establishment of human monarchy over




the Theocracy, continued through I Kings 9.



Samuel:  the establishment of human monarchy over the Theocracy



(930‑722 Jer?)




the kingdom in prosperity is at last mature enough to receive




the enriching bounty of overflowing wisdom literature;  many




Psalms and Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, and




incorporation of Job



2C  the political mediator is now the king ‑ David's achievements




relegate Saul's bitter memories to the past;  Solomon, though




fluctuating is carried by the momentum of David's rule to




further Kingdom prosperity



3C  the prophetic voice is once again heard;  initiated by Samuel,




the school of the prophets is born;  such men as Nathan




fulfill their roles as guardians of the covenant and spokesmen




for Yahweh



4C  the priestly mediators flourish;  many Psalms enrich their




worship and a godly king restores their dignity



5C  the wise man with his counsel can now be appreciated;  he




counsels the man under covenant with respect to:




1D  adversity




Job:  the suffering must learn to live by faith in the sovereign




Creator




2D  practical affairs




Proverbs:  a collection of comparative maxims to give the




naive / student instruction in the skill of living




3D  enigmas in life




Ecclesiastes:  in spite of apparent futility involved in man's




existence, yet he should live life skillfully by trusting God's




sovereignty, goodness and justice




4D  marriage




Song of Solomon:  a celebration in song of joyful sexual




relationship in marriage;  a portrait of the ideal and delicate




loveliness of marriage


4B  the period of division (931‑586)



1C  overview:  as the book of Acts in the NT supplies the backdrop




for the Epistles, so I Kings supplies the historical backdrop




for many of the prophets;  as the period of prosperity was the




golden age for wisdom literature, so the period of apostasy




must  necessitate the golden age of the prophets;  they were




the guardians of the covenant and spokesmen because His




covenant was being transgressed



2C  the political mediators ‑ their quality was always poor in the




northern kingdom though they vacillated in the south



Kings:  the failure of Theocracy under monarchy (590‑585 Jer?)



3C  the priestly mediators ‑ their quality vacillated;  many of them




were opportunistic "yes" men of the court;  they performed




the cultus / worship mechanistically;  worse yet, they




assimilated the abominable practices of the Canaanites



4C  the genuine prophetic mediators were true guardians of the




covenant and spokesmen for God




1D  the Northern prophets





1E  Ahijah, Iddo, Jehu and Micaiah, as well as






Elijah and Elisha;  they were calling the Nation






back to covenant relationship with God





2E  Jonah is a brief foreshadowing of the fulfillment of






God's international blessing aspect of the






covenant with Abraham





Jonah:  while Israel is an ineffective servant under





discipline, the sovereign Yahweh preaches repentance





to the Gentiles through His prophetic messenger





3E  Amos and Hosea begin a two‑fold theme evident






in all the prophets;  judgment and hope,






condemnation and consolation;  already in the






North, Joel had sounded the first notes of new






blessing from the out flowing of the Spirit in the






latter days,  but only after judgment in the Day






of Yahweh;  the judgment came in 722BC with






the Assyrian rod of chastening




Amos:  Yahweh's righteous demands, demand accountability




and His faithfulness assures Israel's final salvation (760‑765)




Hosea:  in spite of Israel's unfaithfulness, Yahweh's loyal love 




will prevail (760‑720)




Joel:  divine judgment is to be visited upon Israel in the Day




of Yahweh (830)




2D  the southern prophets





1E  Obadiah and much later Nahum record the faith‑






fullness of God to the Abrahamic covenant of






protection;  Edom and Nineveh will be judged






by the God of Israel




Obadiah:  Yahweh will revenge Israel against Edom 






(848‑841)




Nahum:  Nineveh will fall for her cruelty and immorality




because Yahweh is mighty (654)





2E  the remainder of the pre‑excilic prophets sound






the two‑fold theme of judgment and hope to






the disobedient Nation




Micah:  the necessary product of saving faith is social




reform and practical holiness based on the righteousness




and sovereignty of God (740)






Micah notes the failure of political and priestly






mediators (3.11);  hence, there is no social






reform and practical righteousness;  he shows






future hope in a coming political Mediator (4.1‑5.9)




Isaiah:  the holy God will not permit unholiness in His people




and will therefore deal with them in such a way as to chasten




them and purge them to make them fit to participate in His




program of extending His rule over Gentiles (740‑680)





Micah's contemporary echoes the warning (1‑39) yet





sees a future hope in ideal mediators:  political





(9.6‑7) and priestly (52.13‑53.12);  ab obedient





Servant Mediator will accomplish what the servant





Nation did not




Zephaniah:  Yahweh is firmly in control of all His world in




spite of contrary appearances;  He will prove this in the near




future by the Day of Yahweh including immediate and 




distant chastening upon all the disobedient (630)




Habakkuk:  the just shall live by faith in the face of apparent




difficulties hindering the fulfillment of God's promises (607)





Zephaniah and Habakkuk prophecy imminent danger





shortly before the exile;  Zephaniah provides a needy





reminder and Habakkuk exhorts with destruction just





over the horizon




Jeremiah:  Jerusalem will fall if the people will not repent,




nevertheless, God's rule is assured through the New




Covenant (620)





Jeremiah has the severest warnings, yet the brightest





hope;  Yahweh will fulfill His promises to Abraham





through a New Covenant (30‑33), in which the Law





they had transgressed is not before them, but in them;




Lamentations: a song lamenting the destruction of Jerusalem




with hope for the future because of God's faithfulness (586)



5C  the wise man is not prominent in this period of division;  some




proverbs however still continue to be written;  the people




profit from the writings of the early wise men


5B  the period of captivity (586‑536)



1C  overview:  during this period of Israel's history, great encourage‑




ment was necessary to sustain the people;  God raised up




two prophets who proclaimed the certainty and glory of




Israel's future history more clearly than ever before;  out of




the darkness of the captivity and the apocalyptic light of




Daniel and Ezekiel



Daniel:  a panoramic view of Israel's history while subjugated by the



Gentile world powers until the time of the Kingdom (530)



Ezekiel:  the fall of Jerusalem and the Babylonian captivity are



necessary measures for the God of glory to employ to correct



His disobedient people;  the Day is coming when Yahweh will



restore a repentant remnant of His chastened people and estab‑



lish them in a glorious latter‑day Theocracy with a new Temple (592)



2C  the political mediators before the captivity did evil in the sight




of Yahweh;  nevertheless, the excilic prophets saw a coming




Political Mediator Who will bring salvation and righteousness




(Exek 16.53‑63;  17.22‑24;  21.25‑27;  35‑36;  Dan 2, 7)



3C  the priestly mediators before the exile were in apostasy and




the glory of the Lord was removed from Israel (Ezek 2‑11);




yet, the prophets in exile anticipated its return in a New




Temple (Ezek 40‑43) and service (Ezek 44‑66) in a new




land (Ezek 47‑48)



4C  the prophetic mediators were often corrupt, yet, Ezekiel and




Daniel were faithful to Yahweh



5C  the writings of the wise men of previous times were the source




of counsel in this period and the following one


6B  the period of repatriation (536‑400)



1C  overview:  the logical outcome of Daniel's history was that the




Messiah was the only hope for the Nation;  for, until His




coming, the Nation destined to rule the world would have




to endure Gentile domination until that time;  the Theocracy




must be re‑established



2C  the political leaders helped to establish the Theocracy




1D  Zerubbabel led in the re‑building of the Temple (536‑





516) under the prophetic preaching of Haggai and





Zechariah (Ezra 1‑6)




2D  Nehemiah faithfully overcomes the anti‑theocratic forces





to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, giving security to the





struggling theocracy




Nehemiah:  a record of the re‑construction of the Hebrew




theocracy upon the physical and spiritual foundations of the




past (457)




Esther:  the providence of God in preserving His People




(480)



3C  the priestly mediator aided in the re‑establishment of the




theocracy;  the priestly author of Chronicles reminded




the people of their spiritual foundation



Chronicles:  a history of Israel designed to arouse support for the



Kingdom during Gentile oppression (400)



Ezra / Nehemiah:  a record of the reconstruction of the Hebrew



Theocracy upon the physical and spiritual foundations of the



past (457)



4C  the prophetic mediators motivate the re‑establishment of the




Theocracy;  Haggai and Zechariah incite the completion of




the Temple



Haggai:  God's program must be put first in order for there to be



prosperity (520_



Zechariah:  God will preserve the remnant from all oppressors



(520‑480)




Haggai encourages the people to build the Temple as a




priority (1.7‑77) in the power of the Spirit (2.4‑5) for God's




future blessing was destined to Israel (2.6‑9) and individual




faithfulness would be rewarded (2.23)




Malachi sounded the last prophetic proclamation ‑ the




Messiah would come in judgment and salvation, in fire




and rewards, but preceded by a p/Prophet



Malachi:  sincerity and a holy life are necessary for temporal



blessing and national prosperity
THE CHRONOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
The controlling purpose of the New Testament:

The presentation of the King and Kingdom's availability to Israel predicated on national repentance was postponed due to national rejection by Israel of the King and His Kingdom.  During the postponement phase of the Kingdom, Christ establishes His Church as His Bride in view of His return for Her and provides the New Testament to develop normative living patterns for proper living in light of His return.  Israel's national repentance will then usher in the Millennial reign.

Matthew (40‑70):

The question of the postponement of the Kingdom in relation to Israel's rejection of the King is explained by Matthew.  He traces the manifestation of the Messiah to Israel with proof of messianic credentials ‑ signs.  National rejection brought temporary temporal judgment on Israel with the promise of future restoration.

John (40‑70):

The Messiah is the Divine Son of God which is demonstrated through seven major signs.  Israel not only rejected a "human" Messiah, but also God incarnate.  Therefore, accept Him and He will deliver from sin.

James (44‑47):

Scattered Jewish New Testament believers are given concrete ethical instructions to fully face life in the areas of trials, use of the Word, partiality, faith/works, wins of speech, worldliness, riches, patience, oath taking, prayer, and restoration of the erring.

I Peter (49/50):

Standing firm in the grace of God results in stability under stress, a sober outlook on life, submission to God's chain of command, accepting life as from God, and serving God no matter what may come.

Galatians (Autumn 49) written from Antioch:

Merit‑salvation through "law" obedience is futile. Faith‑salvation includes sanctification through the same method ‑‑ FAITH.

I Thessalonians (early Summer, 51):

Paul counsels new converts to not let the pressure o persecution cause them to revert to their old life‑style but to live in light of Christ's return (Parousia) to correct errors in the home and church.

II Thessalonians (Summer, 51):

Live normally until the Lord's return.

I Corinthians (early Spring, 56):

Spiritual and moral problems are signs of immaturity in the church no matter how much the church knows or has from God.

II Corinthians (September/October, 56):

Paul expresses joy over Corinth's favorable response to his counsel.  He reminds them of their commitment in helping the needy saints in Jerusalem and defends his apostolic authority.  There is still a danger in a sanctification theology that takes experience beyond the benefits of salvation.

Romans (Winter, 56/57):

Justification is the means of faith alone for both Jew and Gentile, for  all are equally guilty in Adam.  This leads to sanctification by the same means ‑ FAITH.  Israel still has a future.  So, live well in every area of life by obeying the Spirit.

Ephesians (Autumn, 60):

God in His eternal purpose established and will complete the Church of Christ.

Colossians (Autumn, 61):

Christ is supreme and all‑sufficient  over the Church which is His Body.

Philemon (Autumn, 61):

Intercession on behalf of a Christian has long range effects.  (Onesimus became an elder at Ephesus).

Philippians (early Spring, 62):

Christ is the pattern of obedience to the Father for the believer which leads to peace and spiritual health in the life of the church.

Luke/Acts (58‑62):

LUKE ‑ The "human" Messiah is rejected by all, yet He gives life to those who come to Him.  Christ is vindicated by His ascension which shows His headship over all that there is.

ACTS ‑ Luke in his preparation of a defense treatise in behalf of Paul before Caesar, informs the judges at Paul's trial concerning the origin and progress of Christianity.  The account traces:  that Judaizers and not Paul were responsible for political unrest;  the Christian movement in it's connection with the work of the risen and ascended Christ;  the relationship between Jew and Gentile in the development of the Church/church.

I Timothy (Autumn, 62):

The church must be in order, in order to function properly.  Areas that must be right are:  doctrine, worship, leaders, defense against false teachers, church interpersonal relationships, treatment of widows, elders, money, godliness, and mutual trust.

II Peter (63/64):

Heresies and false teachers make the truth of Christianity stand out.  The transfiguration and the certainty of the Second Advent make the truth stand out against heresy.

Mark (65‑69):

Christ is the Servant of Yahweh as predicted of the Messiah.  The redemptive plan of the Messiah includes Gentiles.

Titus (Summer, 66):

The establishment of the church at Crete is through appointment of qualified leaders who are able to fight false teachers and demonstrate good works in every facet of life.

II Timothy (Autumn, 67):

The soldier of Christ who fought to the end and followed his Commander faithfully will receive a reward.

Jude (40‑69):

Contend for the apostolic faith against false teachers by building each other up through prayer and the Spirit.

Hebrews (67‑69):

In light of the superiority of the Person and Priesthood of Christ over Judaism, do not go back to the legalistic system of false temple worship, for, it is under temporal judgment.

I, II, III John (50‑69):

John gives tests in order to ascertain one's relationship to God and ways to detect false teachers.

Walk in truth, love one another, and contend against false teachers by staying away from their ungodly fellowship.

Accept and give hospitality to itinerant teachers of God.

Revelation (40‑69):

The Church should understand that in spite of the postponement of the Kingdom, Israel will again participate fully in the Millennium.  Therefore, the Church needs to heed Christ now, or He may remove the "church" from the earth if she turns out to be unprofitable to Him before the Millennium.

THE CHRONOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
The controlling purpose of the New Testament:

The presentation of the King and Kingdom's availability to Israel predicated on national repentance was postponed due to national rejection by Israel of the King and His Kingdom.  During the postponement phase of the Kingdom, Christ establishes His Church as His Bride in view of His return for Her and provides the New Testament to develop normative living patterns for proper living in light of His return.  Israel's national repentance will then usher in the Millennial reign.

 1.  Crucifixion ‑ Friday, April 3, 33

 2.  Pentecost (Acts 2) ‑ Sunday, May 24, 33

 3.  Peter's second sermon brought before the Sanhedrin (Acts 3.1‑4.31) ‑ Summer, 33

 4.  Death of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 4.32‑5.11) ‑ 33, 34

 5.  Peter brought before the Sanhedrin (Acts 5.12‑42) ‑ 34, 35

 6.  Selection of "deacons" (Acts 6.1‑7) ‑ late 34 to early 35

 7.  Martyrdom of Stephen (Acts 6.8‑7.60) ‑ April, 35

 8.  Conversion of Saul (Acts 9.1‑7) ‑ Summer, 35

 9.  Paul in Damascus and Arabia (Acts 9.8‑25;  Gal 1.16, 17) ‑ Summer to early Summer 37

10.  Paul in Jerusalem, first visit (Acts 9.26‑29;  Gal 1.18‑20) ‑ Summer, 37

11. Paul in Tarsus and Syria‑Cilicia (Acts 9.30;  Gal 1.21) ‑ Autumn, 37

12.  Peter ministers to the Gentiles (Acts 10.1‑11‑18) ‑ 40/41

Matthew (40‑70):

The question of the postponement of the Kingdom in relation to Israel's rejection of the King is explained by Matthew.  He traces the manifestation of the Messiah to Israel with proof of messianic credentials ‑ signs.  National rejection brought temporary temporal judgment on Israel with the promise of future restoration.

John (40‑70):

The Messiah is the Divine Son of God which is demonstrated through seven major signs.  Israel not only rejected a "human" Messiah, but also God incarnate.  Therefore, accept Him and He will deliver from sin.

13.  Barnabas sent to Antioch (Acts 11.19‑24) ‑ 41

14.  Paul in Antioch (Acts 11.25, 26) ‑ Spring, 43

15.  Agabus predicts a famine (Acts 11.27, 28) ‑ Spring, 44

James (44‑47):

Scattered Jewish New Testament believers are given concrete ethical instructions to fully face life in the areas of trials, use of the Word, partiality, faith/works, wins of speech, worldliness, riches, patience, oath taking, prayer, and restoration of the erring.

16.  Agrippa's persecution;  martyrdom of James (Acts 12.1‑23) ‑ Spring 44

17.  Relief visit, Paul's second visit to Jerusalem (Acts 11.30;  Gal 2.1‑10) ‑ Autumn, 47

18.  Paul in Antioch (Acts 12.25‑13.1) ‑ Autumn 47 to Spring 48

19.  FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY (Acts 14, 14) ‑ April 48 to September 49


a.  Departure from Antioch ‑ April, 48


b.  Cyprus ‑ April to June 48


c.  Pamphylia ‑ first of July to mid July, 48


d.  Pisidian Antioch ‑ mid July to mid September, 48


e.  Iconium ‑ October 48 to last of February, 49


f.  Lystra/Derbe ‑ March to mid June, 49


g.  Return visit to churches ‑ mid June to August, 49


h.  Return to Antioch of Syria ‑ September, 49

20.  Peter in Antioch (Gal 2.11‑16) ‑ Autumn, 49

I Peter (49/50):

Standing firm in the grace of God results in stability under stress, a sober outlook on life, submission to God's chain of command, accepting life as from God, and serving God no matter what may come.

Galatians (Autumn 49) written from Antioch:

Merit‑salvation through "law" obedience is futile. Faith‑salvation includes sanctification through the same method ‑‑ FAITH.

21.  THE JERUSALEM COUNCIL, Paul's third visit (Acts 15) ‑ Autumn, 49

22.  Paul in Antioch (Acts 12.25‑13.1) ‑ Winter, 49/50

23.  SECOND MISSIONARY JOURNEY (Acts 15.36‑18.22) ‑ April 50 to September 52


a.  Departure from Antioch ‑ April, 50


b.  Syria and Cilicia ‑ April, 50


c.  Lystra/Derbe ‑ May, 50


d.  Iconium ‑ last of May to mid June, 50


e.  Pisidian Antioch ‑ mid June to first of July, 50


f.  Antioch of Troas ‑ July, 50


g.  Philippi ‑ August to October, 50


h.  Thessalonica ‑ November 50 to January 51


I.  Berea ‑ February, 51


j.  Athens ‑ last of February to mid March, 51


k.  Arrival at Corinth ‑ mid March, 51


l.  Silas and Timothy arrive at Berea ‑ April/may, 51

I Thessalonians (early Summer, 51):

Paul counsels new converts to not let the pressure o persecution cause them to revert to their old life‑style but to live in light of Christ's return (Parousia) to correct errors in the home and church.

II Thessalonians (Summer, 51):

Live normally until the Lord's return.


m.  Departure from Corinth ‑ first of September, 52


n.  Ephesus ‑ mid September, 52


p.  Jerusalem, Paul's fourth visit ‑ end September, 52


q.  Return to Antioch ‑ first/mid November, 52

24.  Paul's stay in Antioch ‑ Winter, 52/53

25.  THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY (Acts 18.23‑21.16) ‑ Spring 53 to May 57


a.  Departure from Antioch ‑ Spring, 53 

 
b.  Visit to churches in Galatia ‑ Spring/Summer, 53


c.  Arrival in Ephesus (Acts 19) ‑ September, 53

I Corinthians (early Spring, 56):

Spiritual and moral problems are signs of immaturity in the church no matter how much the church knows or has from God.


d.  Departure from Ephesus (riot) ‑ first of May, 56


e.  Troas ‑ May, 56


f.  Arrival at Macedonia ‑ first of June, 56

II Corinthians (September/October, 56):

Paul expresses joy over Corinth's favorable response to his counsel.  He reminds them of their commitment in helping the needy saints in Jerusalem and defends his apostolic authority.  There is still a danger in a sanctification theology that takes experience beyond the benefits of salvation.


g.  Departure from Macedonia ‑ mid November, 56


h.  Arrival at Corinth ‑ last of November, 56

Romans (Winter, 56/57):

Justification is the means of faith alone for both Jew and Gentile, for  all are equally guilty in Adam.  This leads to sanctification by the same means ‑ FAITH.  Israel still has a future.  So, live well in every area of life by obeying the Spirit.


I.  Departure from Corinth ‑ last of February, 57


j.  Philippi ‑ April 6‑14, 57


k.  Troas ‑ April 19‑25, 57


l.  Troas to Assos ‑ Monday, April 25, 57


m.  Assos to Mitylene ‑ April 26, 57


n.  Mitylene to Chios ‑ April 27, 57


o.  Chios to Trogyllium ‑ April 28, 57


p.  Trogyllium to Miletus ‑ April 29, 57


q.  Ephesian elders see Paul ‑ April 30 to May 2, 57


r.  Miletus to Patara ‑ May 2‑4, 57


s.  Patara to Tyre ‑ May 5‑9, 57


t.  Stay at Tyre ‑ May 10‑16, 57


u.  Tyre to Caesarea ‑ May 17‑19, 57


v.  Stay at Caesarea ‑ May 19‑25, 57


w.  Caesarea to Jerusalem ‑ May 25‑27, 57

26.  Jerusalem, Paul's fifth visit to Jerusalem (eve of Pentecost) ‑ May 27, 57

27.  Meeting with James (Acts 21.13‑23) ‑ May 28, 57

28.  Paul's arrest and trial before Felix (Acts 21.26‑24.22) ‑ May 23 to June 9, 57


a.  First day of purification ‑ Sunday, May 29, 57


b.  Second day of purification ‑ May 30, 57


c.  Third day of purification ‑ May 31, 57


d.  Fourth day of purification ‑ June 1, 57


e.  Fifth day of purification, riot, Paul's speech ‑ June 2, 57


f.  Paul before the Sanhedrin ‑ June 3, 57


g.  Appearance of the LORD (night)


h.  Conspiracy (day) ‑ June 4, 57


I.  Journey to Antipatris (night)


j.  Journey to Caesarea (day) ‑ June 5, 57


k.  Waiting in Caesarea for trial  ‑ June 5‑9, 57


l.  Trial before Felix ‑ Thursday, June 9, 57

29.  Paul before Felix and Drusilla (Acts 24.24‑26) ‑ June, 57

30.  Caesarean imprisonment (Acts 24.27) ‑ June 57 to August 59

31.  Trial before Festus (Acts 25.7‑12) ‑ July, 59

32.  Trial before Agrippa (Acts 26) ‑ first of August, 59

33.  Voyage to Rome (Acts 27.1‑28;  29) ‑ August 59 to February 60


a.  Departure from Caesarea ‑ mid August, 59


b.  Myra ‑ first of September, 59


c.  Fair Havens ‑ October 5‑10, 59


d.  Shipwreck at Malta ‑ last of October, 59


e.  Departure from Malta ‑ first of February, 60


f.  Arrival at Rome ‑ last of February, 60

Ephesians (Autumn, 60):

God in His eternal purpose established and will complete the Church of Christ.

Colossians (Autumn, 61):

Christ is supreme and all‑sufficient  over the Church which is His Body.

Philemon (Autumn, 61):

Intercession on behalf of a Christian has long range effects.  (Onesimus became an elder at Ephesus).

Philippians (early Spring, 62):

Christ is the pattern of obedience to the Father for the believer which leads to peace and spiritual health in the life of the church.

Luke/Acts (58‑62):

LUKE ‑ The "human" Messiah is rejected by all, yet He gives life to those who come to Him.  Christ is vindicated by His ascension which shows His headship over all that there is.

ACTS ‑ Luke in his preparation of a defense treatise in behalf of Paul before Caesar, informs the judges at Paul's trial concerning the origin and progress of Christianity.  The account traces:  that Judaizers and not Paul were responsible for political unrest;  the Christian movement in it's connection with the work of the risen and ascended Christ;  the relationship between Jew and Gentile in the development of the Church/church.

34.  James, the Lord's "brother" is martyred ‑ Spring, 62

35.  Paul in Ephesus and Colossae ‑ Spring to Autumn, 62

36.  Peter goes to Rome ‑ 62

37.  Paul in Macedonia ‑ late Summer 62 to Winter 62/63

I Timothy (Autumn, 62):

The church must be in order, in order to function properly.  Areas that must be right are:  doctrine, worship, leaders, defense against false teachers, church interpersonal relationships, treatment of widows, elders, money, godliness, and mutual trust.

II Peter (63/64):

Heresies and false teachers make the truth of Christianity stand out.  The transfiguration and the certainty of the Second Advent make the truth stand out against heresy.

38.  Paul in Asia Minor ‑ Spring 63 to Spring 64

Mark (65‑69):

Christ is the Servant of Yahweh as predicted of the Messiah.  The redemptive plan of the Messiah includes Gentiles.

39.  Paul in Spain ‑ Spring 64 to Spring 66

40.  Christians persecuted, Peter martyred ‑ Summer, 64

41.  Paul in Crete ‑ early Summer, 66

42.  Paul in Asia Minor ‑ Summer to Autumn, 66

Titus (Summer, 66):

The establishment of the church at Crete is through appointment of qualified leaders who are able to fight false teachers and demonstrate good works in every facet of life.

43.  Paul in Nicopolis ‑ Winter, 66/67

44.  Paul in Macedonia and Greece ‑ Spring to Autumn, 67

45.  Paul arrested and brought to Rome ‑ August. 67

II Timothy (Autumn, 67):

The soldier of Christ who fought to the end and followed his Commander faithfully will receive a reward.

46.  PAUL'S DEATH ‑ Spring, 68

Jude (40‑69):

Contend for the apostolic faith against false teachers by building each other up through prayer and the Spirit.

Hebrews (67‑69):

In light of the superiority of the Person and Priesthood of Christ over Judaism, do not go back to the legalistic system of false temple worship, for, it is under temporal judgment.

I, II, III John (50‑69):

John gives tests in order to ascertain one's relationship to God and ways to detect false teachers.

Walk in truth, love one another, and contend against false teachers by staying away from their ungodly fellowship.

Accept and give hospitality to itinerant teachers of God.

Revelation (40‑69):

The Church should understand that in spite of the postponement of the Kingdom, Israel will again participate fully in the Millennium.  Therefore, the Church needs to heed Christ now, or He may remove the "church" from the earth if she turns out to be unprofitable to Him before the Millennium.

47.  DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM ‑ September 2, 70
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